NOVEMBER 5, 2017                           THIRTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

PARISH LAY LEADERSHIP
Finance Council Chairs….Kimberly Schoolcraft, Matthew Barnes
Parish Pastoral Council Chair..………………Kathleen Harrington
Rel Ed Advisory Committee ...Melissa Moriarty, Suzanne Harlow
RCIA ……………………………Ray Breton, Rosemary Thresher
Bible Study………………………………………..........Sue Fratini 

Adult Education………………………..Mary Federici, Bob Stack
PARISH ORGANIZATIONS/PROGRAMS
Rosary Sodality……………..………Nancy Garen/Ursula Tuohey

Social Justice………………….…………….Andrea Cook-Hewitt

Just Faith…………………………………Pat Mack, Karen Scahill

St. Joseph’s Workers………………………………………Fr. Dan
Men’s Ministry Group………………………......................Fr. Dan
Women’s Ministry Group..……………………..…..Mary Federici

Youth Group (JPII Crew)………………….………Lisa Laferriere

AFFILIATED ORGANIZATIONS
Cursillo Movement ……………………….………...Karen Scahill

Schoenstatt Movement .……………..……….…Diane Czerwiecki
Boy Scout Troop 821 …………………..…………Chris Muldrew
Girl Scout Troops…………………….……..……....Pat O’Connor

Knights of Columbus………………………………Greg Perreault

PARISH MINISTRIES
Altar Server Scheduling……………………..……… Cindy Monti
Altar Server Training……………………………….Jim O’Connor
Baptismal Prep……………………………..…… Lou Mastroianni

Children’s Liturgy of the Word……………….……….Sue Fratini

Eucharistic Ministers/Readers, Scheduling ......……Beth Modlish
Homebound/Pastoral Care Ministry…………..........Mary Federici

Music Ministry – Adult & Youth Choir……………Melanie Peetz

Contemporary Music Group (Psalm 33).………………Tom Fucci
Sacristans.…………………..……..Irene King, Phyllis Chlastawa,  

                                     Jim O’Connor, Irene Breton, Karen Scahill
Soup Kitchen……………… …..... Marcia Daly, Sandy O’Connor
Take & Eat Ministry……..…………………………Cheryl Wood
Wedding Coordinator………………………….…..Donna Whelan

          Wedding Team……...…Kathy Harrington, Gina Broderick, 

                                                   Christina Straney, Tina Broderick

Prayer Line………………..Pauline, 862-3885 or Diane, 568-9754
OFFICE HOURS
The Parish Office is located at the Parish Center. Entrance is across from the Mary Garden.  Hours:  Monday-Thursday, 9am-2pm; Friday 9am-noon. Sue is available to greet and assist you.
NEW PARISHIONERS
We warmly welcome new members to join our parish. Please fill out a registration card on the tables in the church and place in the collection basket. Registration and active participation is necessary for Religious Education and letters of eligibility for godparents and sponsors, as well as Catholic School Parish Subsidy.
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
The Sacrament is celebrated monthly. Please call the Office to arrange. At least one Godparent must be a Confirmed, active parishioner in their parish, attending Mass weekly.
SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE
The Sacrament of Marriage is planned by an initial meeting with a priest or deacon, at least 6 months in advance. Be sure to contact the church BEFORE committing to date or venue with a deposit.
SACRAMENT OF THE SICK
The Sacrament of the Sick is administered by a priest, when requested. Pastoral care to the hospitalized sick and homebound  is provided by the pastoral staff, and trained parishioners.
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
The Sacrament with Confession  is celebrated  each Saturday after the 8:00 am Mass, and from  3:15- 3:45 pm, as well as by appointment.
CHAPLET OF DIVINE MERCY
The Chaplet is prayed as a group on Saturday afternoons at 3:45 in the Chapel.

MIRACULOUS MEDAL NOVENA
The Novena is prayed every Saturday morning at the 8:00AM Mass in the Chapel.
HOSPITAL VISITS
If anyone has a hospital stay, please have a family member call the parish and  indicate whether the parishioner would like to have a visit, or if they would like their name mentioned at Mass during the Prayers of the Faithful.
MONTHLY HEALING MASS
Monthly Healing Mass – 4th Sunday of Every Month at 2:00PM - St. George Church, 202 E. Main St. Chicopee, MA. 413-331-5656
HEARING ASSISTED DEVICES
Hearing Assisted Devices are located near the American Flag at the back of the church.

LOW-GLUTEN HOSTS

Low-Gluten Hosts are available at Communion time in the Chapel

MASS SCHEDULE
Sat 11/4     4:00PM  +Maurice Valois

                                   Birthday Remembrance

                                   r/b wife Lillian Valois

Sun 11/5    7:00AM  +Stephanie Pacholec

                                   r/b Andy & Mary Snoddy
                  8:30AM  +Jeffrey Leavitt

                                   43rd Anniversary Remembrance

                                   r/b Family
                11:00AM  +Marlene Fondakowski 

                                   r/b Family
Mon 11/6  7:00AM   +Ken Burl
                                   Anniversary Remembrance

                                   r/b Phyllis & Peter Chlastawa
Tue 11/7    7:00AM  +Leo Richard
                                   Birthday Remembrance

                                   r/b wife Marie Richard
Wed 11/8   7:00AM  +All Souls
Thu  11/9  7:00AM  Communion Service                                  
Fri 11/10   7:00AM  Communion Service
Sat 11/11   8:00AM  +Joseph Brock
                                   Anniversary Remembrance

                                   r/b Dan & Mary Regan
                                   MIRACULOUS  MEDAL NOVENA
           3:15-3:45PM  CONFESSIONS (Chapel)

                   3:45PM  CHAPLET OF DIVINE MERCY (Chapel)
                   4:00PM  +Theresa Shea
                                   r/b Andrea Cook-Hewitt and Sarah Kubic
Sun 11/12  7:00AM  +James Yvon
                                   Birthday Remembrance

                                   r/b Family
                   8:30AM  +Sabino Saruca
                                    r/b Carlo & Kharmen Saruca
                11:00AM  +Rita Hague

                                   Birthday Remembrance

                                   r/b Family
                   5:00PM  For the People of the Parish 

FROM FR. DAN’S DESK… 
     We Welcome this weekend Fr. Anthony Palazzolo from Food for the Poor, who will do a mission appeal this weekend on behalf of the work of Food For the Poor. I am away this weekend at the Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulcher of Jerusalem’s Annual Gathering. Due to my mom’s passing last year, I did not attend the gathering then, but I have looked forward to it this year. I thank Fr. Anthony for being with us this weekend!
     I want to take this opportunity to once again congratulate our Parishioner – Mike Hamel from Hamel’s Creative Catering and the Summit View Banquet House in Holyoke, for being named “Business Person of the Year” by the Holyoke Chamber of Commerce. Mike was honored this past week, and we wish him well as we do so many of our business men and women in our parish!
     Speaking of business people in our Parish – I just want to offer a “shout out” to our parishioner – Mike Tierney - who is beginning a new business at his Maple Brook Farm located on East Mountain Road. Mike’s new business is – Maple Brook Storage - Indoor Seasonal Storage for boats, campers, vintage cars, etc. And he is planning on giving 10% of his proceeds to the Westfield Soup Kitchen – the charity he knows we - as a parish - designate for our Annual “Run Westfield” Parish Team! So if you use this service, you will also be supporting our local Soup Kitchen too!
     As we all grow up, we realize there are people who pass through our lives and influence them greatly. Walt Jacoby was one of those people for me. Walt was the Executive Director of the Silver Bay YMCA Conference Center in the Adirondacks of New York. I went to work at Silver Bay when I was 18 for my first “away from home” Summer job. I was joined by 150 other college students who were spending the Summer working at this wonderful place. As the Executive Director, Walt took the time to get to know all of the young people who worked for Silver Bay. Each of us had our own story and our own reason for coming to Silver Bay. As a YMCA Director, Walt knew the importance of the Y’s philosophy of body, mind and spirit, and that many of us were still growing up in those years, and in need of guidance! Walt always had an ear to listen and a friendly and supportive pat on the back. And his wife Joan made the best tunnel of fudge cake I have ever had! Walt passed away last week. Like so many of our mentors – as we get older they get older, and they get to the finish line before we do. God bless you Walt – rest in peace!
     I also want to send our thoughts and prayers over the miles to our parishioner – Pat Mack – who is in Haiti for a couple of weeks on a Service Trip. Pat is working and staying with the Daughters of Charity – Mother Theresa’s Sisters. Pat went to Haiti a couple of years ago and fell in love with the idea of offering some of her time and service in this highly impoverished country. Many of you know Pat is also the Coordinator of our Parish Just Faith Group and I’m sure she will have many wonderful stories to tell upon her return! Pat is certainly a woman of faith!
     Another amazing woman of faith is Ruth Willemain – the Founder of Harmony House of Western Mass - a home for the dying who have no one to care for them. Harmony House opened in Chicopee last Spring, and Ruth continues her mission to raise awareness of Harmony House and raise funds for them. Just last week the annual Harmony House Spaghetti Dinner was held at the Portugese Club in Chicopee. And just a few weeks before that, Ruth took part in a “Poker Run” with the Harley Davidson Motorcyle Group of Southampton. I wish I could show you the picture here that I posted on our Facebook Page – of Ruth at the age of 81 - on the back of a motorcycle with leather jacket and her helmet on! The Harley Davidson Group from Southampton was so touched by Ruth’s commitment to Harmony House to be willing to ride, that next year the Poker Run Fundraiser for Harmony House will get bigger and involve the Harley Davidson Riders from all of Western Mass! After you meet Ruth once, you’ll do anything for her!
     As I mentioned last week, our Fund for a New Heating System for the Parish Center got off to a good start with our Parish Dinner which raised almost $3,900. We also gratefully received this week from a parishioner, a gift for the Fund in the amount of $2,000 in memory of a loved one! To keep the momentum going, we are doing another 50/50 Raffle during the Month of November as we did last year. It’s simple – just pick up a blank envelope from the baskets near the bulletins – print your name and phone number on the envelope and place $10 cash or check made out to OLBS in the envelope and place the envelope in the collection basket during the month of November. We will pick the winner at the beginning of December. Last year the total that came in was almost $1,000 and the winner – Lisa Stawasz – got almost $500 – nice to have for Christmas shopping for the holidays! You will also see the large Clear Plastic Water Bottle in the Gathering Space which will remain there for the weeks to come. Like our Coffee Can Collection, I hope we can fill it to the top with spare bills and change that will go into the Fund!
     Next Saturday is our Parish Bus Trip to the “Mercy and Mary Retreat Day” with Fr. Michael Gaitely in Charlton MA. We will be gone for the whole day and have a chance to join 7,000 other people from the New England area, and renew our Consecration to Our Lady and Divine Mercy! Please keep all 40 of us on the Retreat - in your prayers!
God Bless,                                             Fr. Dan
SANCTUARY CANDLE
Is burning this week in loving memory of
+JEFFREY LEAVITT
43RD ANNIVERSARY REMEMBRANCE

requested by Family 
SPECIAL INTENTION CANDLE
Is burning this week in loving memory of 
+ROBERT PION
 ANNIVERSARY REMEMBRANCE
requested by wife Marion and Family
MARY GARDEN CANDLE
Is burning this week in loving memory of 
+JERRY NASH, JR.
requested by Mom & Dad
SACRED HEART CANDLE
Is burning this week in loving memory of 
+DAVE MATYSECK
1ST ANNIVERSARY REMEMBRANCE

requested by his wife Sandy and Family
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PRAYER-LINE

To request prayers for yourself or a loved one,

please call Pauline at 862-3885 or Diane at 568-9754.
NOVEMBER 50/50 RAFFLE
FOR NEW HEATING SYSTEM

Envelopes for the November 50/50 raffle are in the gathering space. If you are interested in participating, take and envelope, write your name, phone number and “50/50 raffle” on it, and put in $10.00 cash or check made payable to OLBS. Drop the envelope in the collection basket during the month of November – you may enter more than one envelope if you would like. The winner will be drawn in December and will receive 50% of the total collected, with the other 50% going to the Fund for a New Heating System for the Parish Center.


BONTON COUPON BOOKLETS
At all the Masses this weekend you will have the opportunity to purchase a Bonton Community Day booklet for $5 and receive a $10 off coupon, 30 percent off savings pass, plus 30 percent off yellow dot during our community days November 8-11.  There will be many doorbusters and bonus buys plus you can presale items at the end of October. All proceeds benefit OLBS parish and we thank you for your support. 
NOVEMBER 11/12
THIRTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

READINGS

Old Testament:    Wisdom 6:12-16
New Testament:    1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
Gospel:   Matthew 25:1-13
READERS

 4:00PM  John Lanoue
          7:00AM  Sandy O’Connor 

8:30AM  Kasthy Sitler               11:00AM  Kathy Harrington
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS

  4:00PM   Wayne Harju, Bab Ragone, Trish Ragone,  

                  Diane Wright
  7:00AM   Steve Murphy, Beth Modlish, Alex Trzasko III
  8:30AM   Donna Whelan, Paul Lussier, Donna Bourbeau
11:00AM   Marie Gilberti, Lisa Stawasz, Karen Scahill, 
                    Diane Sullivan 

OUR STEWARDSHIP

October 22, 2017
Regular and Development (gold)                   $ 10,611
Budget Requirement per Week                           9,600

                                                                 
           1,011
THANK YOU!
END OF YEAR GIVING
As we approach the end of the year, it’s a wonderful time to consider an “End of Year” Gift to the Parish for tax purposes. All donors making gifts to the Parish will receive a letter of thanks and acknowledgement for tax purposes. Also, a wonderful way to remember your parish and create a legacy of faith after you have passed, is through the planning of a Bequest to the Parish. Future generations will be grateful!
SACRED HEART MEMORIAL CANDLE

We have added a new candle – the Sacred Heart Memorial Candle located by the Sacred Heart Statue near the Choir. Like the other memorial candles available, this candle can be scheduled to burn for a loved one or for an intention, and will be listed in the bulletin. We are now scheduling the Sacred Heart Candle for the remainder of 2017 and 2018. Please Sue at the Parish Office to schedule – the offering is $10. 

OCTOBER/NOVEMBER POOR BOX:

PARISH “HELPING HANDS”

The Parish “Helping Hands” Fund was created to respond to the needs of parishioners in difficult financial circumstances. Poor Box envelopes are on the left side table in the Gathering Space - please drop envelopes in the collection basket.

5:00PM MASS – NEXT WEEKEND
Join us next Sunday for our monthly Evening Mass at 5:00PM with contemporary music by “Psalm 33”.

ST. VINCENT DEPAUL SOCIETY
We are seeking a few individuals to help our group meet the needs of some Westfield families who find they are struggling.  Some areas of need for volunteers: food pantry assistance, answering phone requests for help and entering the information on the computer (from home), stand-out collections at various Parishes twice a year. Our meetings are the 2nd Monday of the month from 7-8pm, September through June at St. Mary’s Parish Center, Westfield. Leave a message at 568-5619 - a member will return your call. Thank you.

U.S.O. CHRISTMAS STOCKING COLLECTION

THANK YOU to everyone who participated in the Stocking Collection during the month of October, which concludes this weekend. And thank you to parishioner – Shirley Mason for initiating this collection in our parish! God bless our Troops!
AN INVITATION FROM
OUR MUSIC MINISTRY

ADULT CHOIR - We are looking for new members to join our Adult Choir to sing at our 8:30am Sunday Mass, and other significant Liturgies throughout the year. Rehearsals: Wednesdays at 6:30pm in the church.

YOUTH  CHOIR - We are looking for YOU - if you would like to sing and want to be part of a group that will participate very actively at the 11:00am Mass each Sunday! Grade 3 and up are welcome. Rehearsals are typically Sunday mornings at 10:15am. 
For more information on both choirs, contact Melanie Peetz, our Parish Music Director, at 562-3450.


CONTEMPORARY MUSIC GROUP

Psalm 33, our Contemporary Music Group, is looking for singers, guitar players and bass players who might want to share their talents at this once a month Sunday Evening Mass. Youth are especially welcome from middle and high school, as singers or musicians. For more information, please call Tom Fucci at 562-4967.
RCIA

RCIA is for persons in need of Baptism, persons baptized in another Christian tradition who desire to become Catholic, and persons baptized Catholic in need of First Communion and /or Confirmation. Please contact Deacon Paul at deaconpaulf@comcast.net or 562-3450 for more info about our RCIA program.

GOD BLESS & THANK YOU!

We thank the following who have made donations to the General Church Fund:

In memory of John Tuohey

John & Rebecca Perazella

TAKE & EAT
Our Parish has nearly completed two years of serving monthly weekend meals to homebound in Westfield! This has proven to be a rewarding ministry for those who participate, and a blessing to the recipients. We have openings for people to deliver meals on the 4th Sunday of the month. (This entails coming to the parish center at approximately 11AM to pick up about 5-6 meals and the list of names - then making the deliveries.) Those you deliver to are very grateful! Please call Cheryl Wood at 219-6124 if you would like to participate.
TURKEYS FOR THANKSGIVING

Anyone who may want to donate a turkey for Thanksgiving either to be used in a Thanksgiving basket made by our Parish Social Justice Group to be given to a family in need, or to be used by the Social Justice Group at the Samaritan Inn, can drop off frozen turkeys at the Parish Center Monday-Thursday, 9am-2pm, now through November 20. Thank you!

POPE FRANCIS PREP SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE
Pope Francis High School will host an OPEN HOUSE for prospective students currently in grades 8-11 and their families on Sunday, November 5. Join us for a tour of our new facility on Wendover Road and a presentation at St. Michael’s Academy. Register online at popefrancishigh.org/open-house or call Ann Rivers, Director of Admissions, at (413) 331-2480, ext.1132.
GRANDPARENTS PRAYER GROUP 

The Catholic Grandparent’s Prayer Group will hold a special Celebration & Memorial Service for all our departed Grandparents, Grandchildren and Family Members (please bring their photographs) on Tuesday, November 7 at 11am at St. Peter & St. Casimir Parish, Westfield. Join us for our November get together and luncheon following our prayer time. Come light a candle, pray, and remember your departed loved ones during All Souls Month. Group prayer is far more powerful than private prayer to call down God's mercy upon our departed loved ones. We must pray for the Holy Souls suffering in purgatory because they cannot help themselves and they in turn will thank us by praying for us. All are welcome!

DAY OF REMEMBRANCE & PRAYER

FOR VETERANS
On Tuesday, November 7 from 8am-8pm a Veterans Day of Remembrance & Prayer will take place all day during Eucharistic Adoration at St. Peter & St. Casimir Church, Westfield. A rosary will be recited every hour of the day for their intentions. Come and show your gratitude to all the living and deceased veterans who fought for our country to keep America free.

FR. JAMES MARTIN TO SPEAK
AT HOLY FAMILY RETREAT CENTER

Jesus: A Pilgrimage with Fr. James Martin, S.J. will be held on Friday, November 10 from 6-9pm at Holy Family Retreat Center in West Hartford, CT. What can historical studies about first-century Palestine really teach us about Jesus of Nazareth? How does the Risen Lord relate to the man who walked the dusty landscape of Galilee and Judea? What does it mean to talk about the "Jesus of history" and the "Christ of faith"? How do Jesus's human and divine natures work together? Fr. James Martin, Jesuit priest and New York Times bestselling author of Jesus: A Pilgrimage, will lead this fascinating exploration of the question: Who is Jesus? Cost is $40, includes dinner and book signing. Contact 860-760-9705 or www.holyfamilyretreat.org.

THE CHRISTMAS BAZAAR IS COMING!
Holy Family Parish in Russell is holding its annual Christmas Bazaar on Saturday, November 11 at the VFW on Route 20 from 9am-3pm. Jewelry, LulaRoe, quilted and wooden items, decorations, gifts, homemade jellies and soaps, beautiful handcrafted art of every type, and so much more! There will be lots of Christmas crafts and gifts, and homemade macaroni and cheese, soups, stews, chili, cornbread and goodies will be available for purchase to eat there or take home. We haven't forgotten about the kids! There'll be a craft table for them to make their own Christmas ornament to take home! We hope you’ll stop by and get your Christmas shopping done early! 
FREE CHAPEL CONCERT

Providence Place will host a free chapel concert on Sunday November 12 at 2:30PM featuring A Capella performance by Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia of UMass. Please come and bring a friend! Providence Place Chapel is located at 5 Gamelin Street, Holyoke. For more info: 413-534-9700 or providenceplace.org.
For information on the Catholic Church locally and around the world:  catholicnews.com, iobserve.org,

usccb.org, ewtn.com.
Become a member of our Parish’s Facebook Page – it’s a wonderful way to view pictures of our recent activities and hear about upcoming events! Click on Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Church and request to join the Group.
ANNUAL THANKSGIVING BASKET DRIVE

Catholic Charities is accepting Thanksgiving baskets for our annual Thanksgiving holiday initiative. Donations of baskets with non-perishable food items and/or monetary contributions can be dropped off at Catholic Charities, 65 Elliot Street, Springfield, M-F 9am-4pm. Deadline for donations is Monday, November 13. For more information, please contact Laura Robertson at (413) 452-0572.
COPING WITH THE HOLIDAYS
Firtian Adams Grief Support Center sponsors “Coping with the Holidays” a program offering information and education on the grief process, discussion and exploration of practical strategies for coping, and providing participants with an opportunity to receive support on how to manage grief during the Holiday Season. The program will be held Wednesday November 15, 5:30-7:30pm at Genesis Spiritual Life Center, 53 Mill Street, Westfield. The facilitators are Jill Adams, MSW, LICSW and Mary Ann Rode, BA, MS. The program is open to the public and free of cost. Registration required - please call Jill at 562-3133. 
TOPICS OF FAITH PRESENTATION
Joan Kelly, professor of Catholic studies at Sacred Heart University in Fairfield, CT will present “Engagement With God: Christian Spirituality is Engagement with God as God has revealed Himself to us in Jesus Christ” on Saturday, January 13 at 11:30am at St. Mary Parish, 519 Longmeadow Street, Longmeadow. The presentation is part of the parish’s Topics of Faith series and will be followed by a light lunch and fellowship. A $10 donation will be welcomed from those who can afford it. Please RSVP to the St. Mary’s parish office at 413-567-3124.

FREE ROSARY REPAIR

We have lots of parts. Send your broken rosaries in a padded envelope to: Betty and Dick Holden, 7930 Estero Blvd Apt 502, Fort Myers Beach FL 33931. They will be repaired and returned to you within the week of receipt. Donations of old and broken rosaries are also accepted which will be repaired and sent on to the missions. Include a note indicating repair and return to me, or this is a donation. For information, contact 239-463-3993 or HoldenBnD@comcast.net.
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