NOVEMBER 19, 2017                        THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

PARISH LAY LEADERSHIP
Finance Council Chairs….Kimberly Schoolcraft, Matthew Barnes
Parish Pastoral Council Chair..………………Kathleen Harrington
Rel Ed Advisory Committee ...Melissa Moriarty, Suzanne Harlow
RCIA ……………………………Ray Breton, Rosemary Thresher
Bible Study………………………………………..........Sue Fratini 

Adult Education………………………..Mary Federici, Bob Stack
PARISH ORGANIZATIONS/PROGRAMS
Rosary Sodality……………..………Nancy Garen/Ursula Tuohey

Social Justice………………….…………….Andrea Cook-Hewitt

Just Faith…………………………………Pat Mack, Karen Scahill

St. Joseph’s Workers………………………………………Fr. Dan
Men’s Ministry Group………………………......................Fr. Dan
Youth Group (JPII Crew)………………….………Lisa Laferriere

AFFILIATED ORGANIZATIONS
Cursillo Movement ……………………….………...Karen Scahill

Schoenstatt Movement .……………..……….…Diane Czerwiecki
Boy Scout Troop 821 …………………..…………Chris Muldrew
Girl Scout Troops…………………….……..……....Pat O’Connor

Knights of Columbus………………………………Greg Perreault

PARISH MINISTRIES
Altar Server Scheduling……………………..……… Cindy Monti
Altar Server Training……………………………….Jim O’Connor
Baptismal Prep……………………………..…… Lou Mastroianni

Children’s Liturgy of the Word……………….……….Sue Fratini

Eucharistic Ministers/Readers, Scheduling ......……Beth Modlish
Homebound/Pastoral Care Ministry…………..........Mary Federici

Music Ministry – Adult & Youth Choir……………Melanie Peetz

Contemporary Music Group (Psalm 33).………………Tom Fucci
Sacristans.…………………..……..Irene King, Phyllis Chlastawa,

                                     Jim O’Connor, Irene Breton, Karen Scahill
Soup Kitchen……………… …..... Marcia Daly, Sandy O’Connor
Take & Eat Ministry……..…………………………Cheryl Wood
Wedding Coordinator………………………….…..Donna Whelan

          Wedding Team……...…Kathy Harrington, Gina Broderick, 

                                                   Christina Straney, Tina Broderick

Prayer Line………………..Pauline, 862-3885 or Diane, 568-9754
OFFICE HOURS
The Parish Office is located at the Parish Center. Entrance is across from the Mary Garden.  Hours:  Monday-Thursday, 9am-2pm; Friday 9am-noon. Sue is available to greet and assist you.
NEW PARISHIONERS
We warmly welcome new members to join our parish. Please fill out a registration card on the tables in the church and place in the collection basket. Registration and active participation is necessary for Religious Education and letters of eligibility for godparents and sponsors, as well as Catholic School Parish Subsidy.
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
The Sacrament is celebrated monthly. Please call the Office to arrange. At least one Godparent must be a Confirmed, active parishioner in their parish, attending Mass weekly.
SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE
The Sacrament of Marriage is planned by an initial meeting with a priest or deacon, at least 6 months in advance. Be sure to contact the church BEFORE committing to date or venue with a deposit.
SACRAMENT OF THE SICK
The Sacrament of the Sick is administered by a priest, when requested. Pastoral care to the hospitalized sick and homebound  is provided by the pastoral staff, and trained parishioners.
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
The Sacrament with Confession  is celebrated  each Saturday after the 8:00 am Mass, and from  3:15- 3:45 pm, as well as by appointment.
CHAPLET OF DIVINE MERCY
The Chaplet is prayed as a group on Saturday afternoons at 3:45 in the Chapel.

MIRACULOUS MEDAL NOVENA
The Novena is prayed every Saturday morning at the 8:00AM Mass in the Chapel.
HOSPITAL VISITS
If anyone has a hospital stay, please have a family member call the parish and  indicate whether the parishioner would like to have a visit, or if they would like their name mentioned at Mass during the Prayers of the Faithful.
MONTHLY HEALING MASS
Monthly Healing Mass – 4th Sunday of Every Month at 2:00PM - St. George Church, 202 E. Main St. Chicopee, MA. 413-331-5656
HEARING ASSISTED DEVICES
Hearing Assisted Devices are located near the American Flag at the back of the church.

LOW-GLUTEN HOSTS

Low-Gluten Hosts are available at Communion time in the Chapel

MASS SCHEDULE
Sat 11/18    4:00PM  +Frank Grimaldi

                                    Birthday Remembrance

                                    r/b daughter Jean and Family

Sun 11/19  7:00AM  +Roland Sarrasin

                                   r/b Phyllis & Peter Chlastawa
                   8:30AM  +Margaret & Walter Leeming

                                    r/b daughter Margaret Golas
                11:00AM  +Brian Lariviere

                                   Birthday Remembrance

                                   r/b Mom, Dad and Family 

Mon 11/20 7:00AM  +William Sarro 
                                    22nd Anniversary Remembrance

                                    r/b Maureen, Wayne and Stephanie
Tue 11/21   7:00AM  +Lillian & Robert May   r/b Family
Wed 11/22 7:00AM  +Carol Capron Barrett
                                    Birthday Remembrance
                                    r/b Louise DiBernardo Asperas and Family
THANKSGIVING

Thu  11/23 8:30AM  +Raymond, Katherine and Robert Ayers,

                                    Harry “Butch” Griswold, Pat Costigan    
                                    r/b Family                            
Fri 11/24    7:00AM  Communion Service
Sat 11/25    8:00AM  +Lori Ann Reardon
                                    r/b John Paulmann
                                   MIRACULOUS  MEDAL NOVENA
           3:15-3:45PM  CONFESSIONS (Chapel)

                   3:45PM  CHAPLET OF DIVINE MERCY (Chapel)
                   4:00PM  +John Morrissey
                                   Birthday Remembrance

                                   r/b Bonfitto Family
Sun 11/26  7:00AM  +Dario & Alan Masciadrelli
                                   r/b Family
                   8:30AM  +Ralph & Monique Campbell
                                    r/b Bruce & Donna Campbell and Family
                11:00AM  +Michael & Bernice Kwosz
                                   r/b Family
FROM FR. DAN’S DESK… 
     This may very well be one of the more serious columns I have written to all of you over the years! Two weeks ago, amid so many recent violent and tragic acts of terror in our country, we experienced, along with the people of Southerland Springs, Texas, a truly frightening occurrence – the effects of a tragically mentally ill individual who took the lives of 26 people in a church. All terrorist attacks are horrific; whether they happen in a mall, movie theatre, on a bike path or at an open air concert, but it hit many people hard that such occurrences could even happen in church!
     Like you, so many of us as ministers, priests and pastors of churches of all denominations, have wondered too, how something like a church shooting could happen? And the further question of how being in a good and holy place did not provide enough protection for the members of that small Baptist Congregation in Texas. Deep in our hearts we know that there could be no better place to be than in a church when something bad could happen – even in such a horrific way. Those good and faithful people of Southerland Texas were in church to pray and to praise God. But it doesn’t change the fact that it wasn’t a “natural disaster” that took them, but an act of an angry and sick individual.

     All of us perhaps have asked ourselves the question – am I not even safe in church? What about my own church? How do I explain this to my children or deal with their fears about coming to church or any public place? Should there be a “plan” or some precautions taken by churches today to deal with such realities? Know that I and many pastors share the real concerns of so many of you, yet also knowing that we cannot live our lives in fear, or try to hide ourselves from danger. 

     The image in front of the Altar this weekend is a familiar one to us – the Image of Divine Mercy. We focus upon this image and message of mercy at Easter Time and other points throughout the year, but I think it’s a time now when we need to embrace the image of Jesus’ merciful and loving heart, and root deeply in ourselves the message of Divine Mercy – JESUS I TRUST IN YOU! If we believe those words are to be held in deep faith by all of us, then now is a good time for us to make those words “personal” for all of us! Our hope and trust is always in the Lord. We do not take a breath without the blessing of the Lord, so we need to realize that our lives are always in the Lord’s hands. We cannot live in FEAR - only in TRUST. 
     But it is important for us to do our part in creating an environment in the church that is welcoming, yet secure for all who come to church each week. To that end we will be looking at some things to help create that secure environment. One of those things will be to re-establish a “Ministry for Hospitality and Greeting” in the Church. We need to be “intentional” about welcoming people and being more aware of who is coming through our doors. This will create for us an even more welcoming parish, with the added advantage that it will also create some security for us. I am in the process of putting together a group of people from the parish who can advise me on how to create a more secure place for us. This will include some individuals in law enforcement, as well as others who are interested in helping us to keep our church secure. The Diocese is also recommending some training for parishes that is being offered by the State’s Attorney’s Office, on how “places of worship” can create a more secure space as well as creating a plan for a potential emergency or “active” situation. This might involve simply reminding people of where exits in the church are located, what protocol will be followed if an unexpected “emergency situation” might occur, and how to speak to children about potential unexpected circumstances. 
     Again, all of this is not meant to scare anyone or to keep our minds focused on issues that could make us fearful, but meant simply to do our part to help us more confidently be able to say “Jesus I Trust In You”, and that all will be well!

     Please look for more information on this all in the weeks to come, and I pray that none of us allow fear or anxiety to interfere with our relationship with God or our desire to be here at Mass. ALL WILL BE WELL!
God Bless,                                             Fr. Dan
SANCTUARY CANDLE
Is burning this week in loving memory of
+MICHAEL & BERNICE KWOSZ
requested by Family 
SPECIAL INTENTION CANDLE
Is burning this week in loving memory of 
+BOB ORSZAK
 requested by wife Marilyn Orszak
MARY GARDEN CANDLE
Is burning this week in loving memory of 
+MARGUERITE RIVARD
35TH ANNIVERSARY REMEMBRANCE

requested by Butch & Jackie
SACRED HEART CANDLE
Is burning this week in loving memory of 
+THE TELLA FAMILY
VETERANS MEMORIAL GARDEN CANDLE
Is burning this week in loving memory of 
+RAYMOND V. AYERS, WWII
ROBERT E. AYERS, VIETMAN WAR

requested by sisters Nancy and Joan and Families
PRAYER-LINE

To request prayers for yourself or a loved one,

please call Pauline at 862-3885 or Diane at 568-9754.
NOVEMBER 50/50 RAFFLE
FOR NEW HEATING SYSTEM

Envelopes for the November 50/50 raffle are in the gathering space. If you are interested in participating, take and envelope, write your name, phone number and “50/50 raffle” on it, and put in $10.00 cash or check made payable to OLBS. Drop the envelope in the collection basket during the month of November – you may enter more than one envelope if you would like. The winner will be drawn in December and will receive 50% of the total collected, with the other 50% going to the Fund for a New Heating System for the Parish Center.

OCTOBER/NOVEMBER POOR BOX:

PARISH “HELPING HANDS”

Poor Box envelopes are on the left side table in the Gathering Space - please drop envelopes in the collection basket.
NOVEMBER 25/26
OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 

KING OF THE UNIVERSE
READINGS

Old Testament:    Ezekiel 34:11-12, 15-17
New Testament:    1 Corinthians 15:20-26, 28
Gospel:   Matthew 25:31-46
READERS

 4:00PM  Sue Fratini
          7:00AM  Steve Murphy 

8:30AM  Joanne Brooks            11:00AM  Diane Czerwiecki
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS

  4:00PM   Rochelle Benoit, Jim O’Connor, Wayne Harju,  

                  Diane Wright
  7:00AM   Beth Modlish, Lee Reynolds, Dave Trotman
  8:30AM   Mary Regan, Sue Baird-Dore, Donna Bourbeau
11:00AM   Rosemary Thresher, Lisa Stawasz, 

                   Marie Gilberti, Karl Weckstrom
OUR STEWARDSHIP

November 6, 2017
Regular and Development (gold)                  $ 10,946
Budget Requirement per Week                          9,600

                                                                            1,346
THANK YOU!

HOLY LAND OLIVE WOOD ITEMS 

FOR SALE AT MASSES NEXT WEEKEND
Land of Peace is a nonprofit organization representing 
Jerusalem Christian Families and will be visiting our parish next weekend, November 25 & 26, regarding selling religious articles from the Holy Land. Land of Peace’s mission is helping and supporting Christian families in the Holy Land through the Patriarch of Jerusalem. When anyone purchases handmade arts they help our mission and help the Christians in the Holy Land. In 1920 the Christian population in the Holy Land was 80%; today it is less than 2%. With the parish support and the parishioner’s generosity we are able to help our brothers and sisters to live in Jesus’ land of birth. LAND OF PEACE’S GOAL IS TO BUILD A CHARITY HOSPITAL IN THE HOLY LAND. To donate on line and for more information please visit our website: www.landofpeace.org.

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL COLLECTION
The St Vincent de Paul Society will be holding a standout collection this weekend. We serve the poor of Westfield who are in need of emergency assistance. In addition to our food pantry, we help people with fuel and rental expenses.  We try to be the hands of Christ in ministering to the needs of the poor in our community. Thank you for your support.

GOD BLESS & THANK YOU!

We thank the following who have made donations to our Parish:

In memory of John Tuohey
Mary Caron

Paul & Louise Stevens

Francis & Elizabeth Sposito


BOY SCOUTS BREAKFAST WITH SANTA
The Boy Scouts Breakfast with Santa will be held in the Parish Center hall on Saturday, December 2 from 8-11:30am. Tickets can be purchased in advance through the troop by emailing Heidi at htrottier@comcast.net, at all the Masses here next weekend, November 25 & 26, or at the door the day of the breakfast. Cost: $8.00 for adults, $5.00 for kids 3-10 years, free for children under 3 years of age.

TAKE & EAT

Our Parish has nearly completed two years of serving monthly weekend meals to homebound in Westfield! This has proven to be a rewarding ministry for those who participate, and a blessing to the recipients. We have openings for people to deliver meals on the 4th Sunday of the month. (This entails coming to the parish center at approximately 11AM to pick up about 5-6 meals and the list of names - then making the deliveries.) Those you deliver to are very grateful! Please call Cheryl Wood at 219-6124 to participate.
TURKEYS FOR THANKSGIVING

Anyone who may want to donate a turkey for Thanksgiving either to be used in a Thanksgiving basket made by our Parish Social Justice Group to be given to a family in need, or to be used by the Social Justice Group at the Samaritan Inn, can drop off frozen turkeys at the Parish Center - last day for drop off is November 20. Thank you!

ST. VINCENT DEPAUL SOCIETY
We are seeking a few individuals to help our group meet the needs of some Westfield families who find they are struggling.  Some areas of need for volunteers: food pantry assistance, answering phone requests for help and entering the information on the computer (from home), stand-out collections at various Parishes twice a year. Our meetings are the 2nd Monday of the month from 7-8pm, September through June at St. Mary’s Parish Center, Westfield. Leave a message at 568-5619 - a member will return your call. Thank you.
RCIA

When we celebrate All Saints Day during the month of November, we recall those “living witnesses” of the joy and peace that living the Catholic life can bring. Let us ask for the saints’ intercession for those who are thinking about finding our more about the Church. If someone you know wants to know more about the Church, contact Deacon Paul Federici at deaconpaulf@comcast.net or 562-3450 for information about our RCIA program.

END OF YEAR GIVING
As we approach the end of the year, it’s a wonderful time to consider an “End of Year” Gift to the Parish for tax purposes. All donors making gifts to the Parish will receive a letter of thanks and acknowledgement for tax purposes. Also, a wonderful way to remember your parish and create a legacy of faith after you have passed, is through the planning of a Bequest to the Parish. Future generations will be grateful!
SACRED HEART MEMORIAL CANDLE

We have added a new candle – the Sacred Heart Memorial Candle located by the Sacred Heart Statue near the Choir. Like the other memorial candles available, this candle can be scheduled to burn for a loved one or for an intention, and will be listed in the bulletin. We are now scheduling the Sacred Heart Candle for the remainder of 2017 and 2018. Please Sue at the Parish Office to schedule – the offering is $10. 

AN INVITATION FROM
OUR MUSIC MINISTRY

ADULT CHOIR - We are looking for new members to join our Adult Choir to sing at our 8:30am Sunday Mass, and other significant Liturgies throughout the year. Rehearsals: Wednesdays at 6:30pm in the church.

YOUTH  CHOIR - We are looking for YOU - if you would like to sing and want to be part of a group that will participate very actively at the 11:00am Mass each Sunday! Grade 3 and up are welcome. Rehearsals are typically Sunday mornings at 10:15am. 
For more information on both choirs, contact Melanie Peetz, our Parish Music Director, at 562-3450.

CONTEMPORARY MUSIC GROUP

Psalm 33, our Contemporary Music Group, is looking for singers, guitar players and bass players who might want to share their talents at this once a month Sunday Evening Mass. Youth are especially welcome from middle and high school, as singers or musicians. For more information, please call Tom Fucci at 562-4967.
EASY WAYS TO SUPPORT OUR PARISH DURING THE HOLIDAYS!
When you purchase items at Patrick Baker & Sons and give our church name or code 5740, our parish is given a portion of the proceeds. Visit Patrick Baker & Sons at 1650 West Street, Southington, CT, order by phone at 1-800-243-6385, or online at www.churchgoods.com/Products.

Our Parish can earn money on purchases you make through smile.amazon.com - it’s the same Amazon you know - same products, same prices, same service. Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament (Westfield, MA) is a registered charity with AmazonSmile. 
Thanks to all of you who bring your bottles and cans for our on-going Parish Recycling Bottle and Can Fundraiser (drop off in the green shed by the baseball field). To date, we have raised a total of $24,928.70!


ST MARY’S LASALETTE SHRINE TRIP
At trip to the National Shrine of Our Lady of La Salette in Attleboro, MA is being sponsored by Saint Mary’s Parish. All are welcome to join us! Date: Saturday, December 2. Tickets are $25 per person and due when registering. The bus will leave from the St. Mary’s High School parking lot at 2pm returning at approximately10pm. Please arrive by 1:40pm that we may leave on time. There will be a stop on the way at approximately 3:30pm for a meal at Wrights Farm Restaurant. Cost for the meal is not included in the ticket price. Registration deadline is November 29th. Please call Marie-Anne Buffam at 562-5477 when registering by phone; a check can be made out to and mailed to St. Mary’s Parish for $25 or dropped off at St. Mary’s Parish Center at 86 Mechanic St., Westfield, MA 01085, in c/o Marie-Anne. Please include your phone number where I can best reach you at. We, at St. Mary’s, are looking forward to meeting you. Marie-Anne.

CHRISTMAS SALE AT 

VINE AND BRANCHES GIFT SHOP!

Christmas is coming soon so our elves have been busy getting the Christmas merchandise displayed. Many of our items are on sale and some are one of a kind. Come in and check our selection and pick up a few gifts for someone special or yourself. And don’t forget to get your advent candles! The season will be here sooner than you think. Vine and Branches Gift Shop is located at Sacred Heart Parish Center, 1061 Springfield Street, Feeding Hills. Hours: Wednesday-Saturday 9:30am–4:00pm, Sunday 9:00am–12:30pm.

PENNSYLVANIA DUTCH CHRISTMAS TRIP

St. Mary’s Church of Lee presents Pennsylvania Dutch Christmas Trip, November 28-30. Highlights include: Miracle of Christmas Show at Sight and Sound Theatre, Mass at Shrine of Our Lady of Czestochowa, American Music Theatre Christmas Show, Christmas Chalk w/artist - art work will be given away to a guest, 2 breakfasts, 2 dinners, one being in an Amish home, Kitchen Kettle Village, Farmers Market and guided tour of Amish Farmlands. Cost is $439 pp, double occupancy. For more information, please contact the St. Mary church office at 413-243-0275.

 BAVARIA GERMANY TRIP
Travel to beautiful Bavaria Germany with Fr. Henry Dorsch, Pastor of Our Lady of the Lake Church in Southwick. Visit fabulous churches, a Marian Shrine, famous castles, historic cities, quaint villages and enjoy beautiful scenery. Nine days, seven overnights, August 21-29, 2018 with estimated cost of 2,500. To express interest and request further information and itinerary call 569-0161 or write to Fr. Henry at P.O. Box 1150, Southwick MA 01077 or email hlpdorsch@aol.com.
FREE ROSARY REPAIR

We have lots of parts. Send your broken rosaries in a padded envelope to: Betty and Dick Holden, 7930 Estero Blvd Apt 502, Fort Myers Beach FL 33931. They will be repaired and returned to you within the week of receipt. Donations of old and broken rosaries are also accepted which will be repaired and sent on to the missions. Include a note indicating repair and return to me, or this is a donation. For information, contact 239-463-3993 or HoldenBnD@comcast.net.

THANK YOU!

Dear Rev. Pacholec,

     Thank you very much for your 2017 World Mission Sunday contributions amounting to $346 from the people of your parish. Your parish community has joined with Catholics throughout the world to support missionaries who provide practical help to the poor and marginalized as they offer the hope and love of our Lord.

     I am most grateful to you for encouraging the missionary spirit of prayer and sacrifice among your parishioners. Know that you and they remain in my prayers – and in the prayers of the people of the Missions.

In Christ,

Rev. J. Donald R. Lapointe

Director, The Society for the Propagation of the Faith

Dioceses of Springfield
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