OCTOBER 15, 2017                       TWENTY-EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

PARISH LAY LEADERSHIP
Finance Council Chairs….Kimberly Schoolcraft, Matthew Barnes
Parish Pastoral Council Chair..………………Kathleen Harrington
Rel Ed Advisory Committee ...Melissa Moriarty, Suzanne Harlow
RCIA ……………………………Ray Breton, Rosemary Thresher
Bible Study………………………………………..........Sue Fratini 

Adult Education………………………..Mary Federici, Bob Stack
PARISH ORGANIZATIONS/PROGRAMS
Rosary Sodality……………..………Nancy Garen/Ursula Tuohey

Social Justice………………….…………….Andrea Cook-Hewitt

Just Faith…………………………………Pat Mack, Karen Scahill

St. Joseph’s Workers………………………………………Fr. Dan
Men’s Ministry Group………………………......................Fr. Dan
Women’s Ministry Group..……………………..…..Mary Federici

Youth Group (JPII Crew)………………….………Lisa Laferriere

AFFILIATED ORGANIZATIONS
Cursillo Movement ……………………….………...Karen Scahill

Schoenstatt Movement .……………..……….…Diane Czerwiecki
Boy Scout Troop 821 …………………..…………Chris Muldrew
Girl Scout Troops…………………….……..……....Pat O’Connor

Knights of Columbus………………………………Greg Perreault

PARISH MINISTRIES
Altar Server Scheduling……………………..……… Cindy Monti
Altar Server Training……………………………….Jim O’Connor
Baptismal Prep……………………………..…… Lou Mastroianni

Children’s Liturgy of the Word……………….……….Sue Fratini

Eucharistic Ministers/Readers, Scheduling ......……Beth Modlish
Homebound/Pastoral Care Ministry…………..........Mary Federici

Music Ministry – Adult & Youth Choir……………Melanie Peetz

Contemporary Music Group (Psalm 33).………………Tom Fucci
Sacristans.…………………..……..Irene King, Phyllis Chlastawa,  

                                     Jim O’Connor, Irene Breton, Karen Scahill
Soup Kitchen……………… …..... Marcia Daly, Sandy O’Connor
Take & Eat Ministry……..…………………………Cheryl Wood
Wedding Coordinator………………………….…..Donna Whelan

          Wedding Team……...…Kathy Harrington, Gina Broderick, 

                                                   Christina Straney, Tina Broderick

Prayer Line………………..Pauline, 862-3885 or Diane, 568-9754
OFFICE HOURS
The Parish Office is located at the Parish Center. Entrance is across from the Mary Garden.  Hours:  Monday-Thursday, 9am-2pm; Friday 9am-noon. Sue is available to greet and assist you.
NEW PARISHIONERS
We warmly welcome new members to join our parish. Please fill out a registration card on the tables in the church and place in the collection basket. Registration and active participation is necessary for Religious Education and letters of eligibility for godparents and sponsors, as well as Catholic School Parish Subsidy.
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
The Sacrament is celebrated monthly. Please call the Office to arrange. At least one Godparent must be a Confirmed, active parishioner in their parish, attending Mass weekly.
SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE
The Sacrament of Marriage is planned by an initial meeting with a priest or deacon, at least 6 months in advance. Be sure to contact the church BEFORE committing to date or venue with a deposit.
SACRAMENT OF THE SICK
The Sacrament of the Sick is administered by a priest, when requested. Pastoral care to the hospitalized sick and homebound  is provided by the pastoral staff, and trained parishioners.
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
The Sacrament with Confession  is celebrated  each Saturday after the 8:00 am Mass, and from  3:15- 3:45 pm, as well as by appointment.
CHAPLET OF DIVINE MERCY
The Chaplet is prayed as a group on Saturday afternoons at 3:45 in the Chapel.

MIRACULOUS MEDAL NOVENA
The Novena is prayed every Saturday morning at the 8:00AM Mass in the Chapel.
HOSPITAL VISITS
If anyone has a hospital stay, please have a family member call the parish and  indicate whether the parishioner would like to have a visit, or if they would like their name mentioned at Mass during the Prayers of the Faithful.
MONTHLY HEALING MASS
Monthly Healing Mass – 4th Sunday of Every Month at 2:00PM - St. George Church, 202 E. Main St. Chicopee, MA. 413-331-5656
HEARING ASSISTED DEVICES
Hearing Assisted Devices are located near the American Flag at the back of the church.

MASS SCHEDULE
Sat 10/14     4:00PM  +Jeanette Doyon

                                   +Roger, +Beverly and +Jason Major

                                    r/b the Griswold Family

Sun 10/15   7:00AM  +Stephanie Pacholec

                                    1st Anniversary Remembrance

                                    r/b Michael & Mary Zyra
                   8:30AM  +Edward and +Kajetan Adamites

                                   +Bridget Gelgut

                                    r/b Ella Adamites, Jack Gelgut and Families
                 11:00AM  +Paul Gilberti

                                    Wedding Anniversary Remembrance
                                    r/b his wife Pat and Family 
Mon 10/16  7:00AM  +Stephanie M. Pacholec
                                    1st Anniversary Remembrance

                                     r/b Fr. Dan
Tue 10/17   7:00AM  +Marlene Fondakowski   r/b her Family
Wed 10/18  7:00AM  +James Aultman
                                     r/b Carlo & Kharmen Saruca 

Thu  10/19  7:00AM  Communion Service                                  
Fri 10/20     7:00AM  Communion Service
Sat 10/21     8:00AM  +Peter Grimaldi, Sr.

                                    Anniversary Remembrance

                                    r/b his Family
                                    MIRACULOUS  MEDAL NOVENA
           3:15-3:45PM  CONFESSIONS (Chapel)

                   3:45PM  CHAPLET OF DIVINE MERCY (Chapel)
                    4:00PM  +Stephanie M. Pacholec

                                    1st Anniversary Remembrance

                                    r/b the Parish Community
Sun 10/22   7:00AM  +Geno Guerci
                                    Anniversary Remembrance

                                    r/b Steve & Sue Murphy
                   8:30AM  +Lea Breton
                                   Anniversary Remembrance
                                    r/b Raymond Breton and Family
                 11:00AM  +Peter & Louise Funai
                                    Wedding Anniversary Remembrance
                                    r/b their daughter
FROM FR. DAN’S DESK…    
    The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops reminds us all that October is “Respect Life Month”. The theme this year is “Be Not Afraid”, and the theme centers on a call to all people to continue to pray and make acts of personal sacrifice so that the value of life in our country might be upheld from the moment of conception till the moment of death! Your prayers – our prayers - matter! Recently the House of Representatives passed a law banning late term abortions – (those after 20 weeks of gestation). That is huge! The threat of late term abortion, brings the brutality of abortion ever closer to the fine line of pre-birth and post-birth life. Any who have had a child who was born early or pre-maturely know that the child born is as much as person as if they were in the womb full-term. This legislation is important and will be taken up by the Senate at a future date. Other pending legislation is even more dire here in Massachusetts where physician-assisted suicide has the potential to once again become a reality of law in our state as it has been passed in others. All of these and so many more issues, are all part of what we need to be praying about during this “Respect Life Month” of October.

     Our Parish Collection for Puerto Rico so far has raised $2,802.00. THANK YOU That does not count money sent in directly or on-line to Catholic Charities USA or through other local collections such as at Westfield Bank. You have seen the pictures and news stories as I have and the continuing suffering of the people of Puerto Rico. Please keep them in your prayers as you read the following Communication from the Diaconate Office at the Springfield Diocese:: 
      SHARING THIS SAD NEWS FROM DEACON LEO COUGHLIN TO DIACONATE FAMILY:                                            

         My sisters and brothers, as I mentioned last week we have 15 men in our Diaconate Family that have families 
         in Puerto Rico and we asked for your prayers. We are now asking you to pray for the repose of the souls of 
         Nilsa and Luis Santiago. They are the sister and brother of Deacon Adalberto Santiago Martinez. They shared 
     a home together which was totaled due to the storm. They were found inside during the clean-up. Please 

         pray for all of our sisters and brothers in Puerto Rico. May God hold Nilsa and Luis in the palm of His hand.          

                                                                                                                                                     Deacon Leo Coughlin​       

     On a happier note, our Adult Ed Course Offerings in the Parish have begun and I wanted to share with you the numbers of people we have participating in the various programs: In the “Just Faith Program” that began in late September – we have a total of 13  people; in the Tuesday Evening/ Thursday Morning Program on “Wisdom: God’s Vision For Life” we have a total of 10  on Tuesday, and 40 on Thursday; in the Tuesday Evening Bible Study Series “Galations: Set Free To Live” we have 19 people; and in the Tuesday Evening “Introductory Bible Series” we have 5 people. Those are great numbers – 87 in total! Soon they could rival the numbers in our Youth Religious Ed Program! A sign of a healthy parish is reflected in the numbers of those involved in “continuing education”. I applaud those who have taken a “course” with us in the past, as well as those who stepped out “in faith” for the first time!
      I received the following in the mail last week: “A Day of Prayer will be offered by the nuns of Our Lady of the Angels Monastery for Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Parish on Sunday October 22, 2017, at the request of Michael Warsaw, President of EWTN Global Catholic Network”. We sent in a $100 donation toward the EWTN Family Celebration that was held at the DCU Center last month that so many of our parishioners attended. I thought it was wonderful that for our donation the sisters will set aside time in Adoration for the intentions of our Parish! 
     Thank you to Mike and Mary Zyra and Bernie and Joanne Couch for their work putting the daffodils “to bed” for the Winter – get it - “to bed”! We will look forward to beautiful daffodils to welcome us on the walkway next Spring!     
     Congrats to John Lanoue who recently received the Legion of Merit Award from the Westfield Kiwanis for 35 years of service, and to Kevin O’Connor for 20 years of service – God bless you for your service in our community!
    And finally, a parish is its people, and the people of any parish “come” and “go” in so many ways over time! We are always happy to welcome young parents when they call to have their children baptized as new members of the Church, and we are saddened when we celebrate the funeral of parishioners who have been with us for years and gone on to heaven. We are always excited by the many people who register in our parish as new parishioners, and we are also very sad when parishioners have to move away. Recently our long time parishioners – Mike and Terry Skehan moved to the Worcester area so that they could be closer to their children and their grandchildren (I see lots of babysitting in their future!). Mike and Terry have been very involved in our parish for years in ministries and have taken part in many other offerings and activities of the parish. We will miss them and look forward to a visit from them now and again! We are also sad to see the Brown Family leave. Walt and Tina Brown and their 3 children - Braedon, Aaryn and Logan , have been members of our parish for the past 5 years. They completed their Sacraments with us and Aaryn and Logan have both been faithful Altar Servers for us. Walt’s work is taking them to the Orlando area in Florida, and so we wish both the Brown Family and the Skehans God’s blessings always!
God Bless,                                             Fr. Dan
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SANCTUARY CANDLE
Is burning this week in loving memory of
+STEPHANIE PACHOLEC
1ST ANNIVERSARY REMEMBRANCE

requested by Lorraine Masciadrelli 
SPECIAL INTENTION CANDLE
Is burning this week in loving memory of
+JERRY NASH, JR.
requested by Mom & Dad
MARY GARDEN CANDLE
Is burning this week in loving memory of 
+ANN FOLEY
requested by her Family
SACRED HEART CANDLE
Is burning this week in loving memory of 
+STEPHANIE M. PACHOLEC

1ST ANNIVERSARY REMEMBRANCE

requested by Fr. Dan
PRAYER-LINE

To request prayers for yourself or a loved one,

please call Pauline at 862-3885 or Diane at 568-9754.
Puerto Rico Collection 10/8 - $1,055 – Thank you!
OUTDOOR STATIONS/ 
MEMORIAL STONES

Many of you have asked about other opportunities in our Parish to “Memorialize a loved one”, similar to our Mary Garden Bricks. So we’d like to offer a couple of new “options” involving our Stations of the Cross Garden. In the Gathering Space you will find a sample of a “MEMORIAL STONE” which can be purchased and inscribed for placement in our Outdoor Stations of the Cross Garden. The details of number of lines and type are available on the Flyers/Order Forms also on the table. Please take a sheet and consider purchasing a memorial stone and having it personalized. The Memorial Stones will be $250. Also, we are replacing the OUTDOOR STATIONS OF THE CROSS in the Stations Garden across from the entrance to the Chapel which are deteriorating rapidly. New flat surface color “metal” Stations will replace them. Anyone who would like to “memorialize” a Station of the Cross (only 14 available), please also see the sample in the Gathering Space take a copy of the “Order Form” on the round table. Memorialization of the Stations will be $150.
OCTOBER 21/22
TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

READINGS

Old Testament:    Isaiah 45:1, 4-6
New Testament:    Thessalonians 1:1-5b
Gospel:   Matthew 22:15-21
READERS

 4:00PM  Ray Breton
          7:00AM  Alex Trzasko III 

8:30AM  Joanne Brooks            11:00AM  Kathy Harrington
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS

  4:00PM   Diane Wright, Wayne Harju, Ken Malo, 

                  Beth Modlish
  7:00AM   Lee Reynolds, Pat Mack, Dave Trotman
  8:30AM   Mary Regan, Donna Whelan, Bruce Campbell
11:00AM   Mikey Hebda, Karl Weckstrom, Rosemary Adams,

                    Rosemary Thresher 
OUR STEWARDSHIP

October 1, 2017
Regular and Development (gold)                   $   9,467
Budget Requirement per Week                           9,600

                                                           (deficit)      (133) 

THANK YOU!
SACRED HEART MEMORIAL CANDLE

We are also adding a New Candle – the SACRED HEART MEMORIAL CANDLE which will be located by the Sacred Heart Statue near the Choir. Like the other memorial candles available, this candle can be scheduled to burn for a loved one or for an intention, and will be listed in the bulletin. We are now scheduling the Sacred Heart Candle for the remainder of 2017 and 2018. Like the other candles – the offering is just $10 and can be scheduled by calling Sue at the Parish Office. 

AN INVITATION FROM
OUR MUSIC MINISTRY

ADULT CHOIR -
We are looking for new members to join our Adult Choir to sing at our 8:30am Sunday Mass, and other significant Liturgies throughout the year. Rehearsals are on Wednesday evenings at 6:30 in the church.

YOUTH  CHOIR -
We are looking for YOU - if you would like to sing and want to be part of a group that will participate very actively at the 11:00am Mass each Sunday! Grade 3 and up are welcome. Rehearsals are typically Sunday mornings at 10:15am. 
For more information on both choirs, contact Melanie Peetz, our Parish Music Director, at 562-3450.


MASS OF REMEMBRANCE

All are invited to attend our annual Candlelight Mass of Remembrance on All Saints Day, Wednesday November 1st at 7:00PM. 
CONTEMPORARY MUSIC GROUP

Psalm 33, our Contemporary Music Group, is looking for singers, guitar players and bass players who might want to share their talents at this once a month Sunday Evening Mass. Youth are especially welcome from middle and high school, as singers or musicians. For more information, please call Tom Fucci at 562-4967.
U.S.O. CHRISTMAS STOCKING COLLECTION

We are once again collecting items for the U.S.O. to be given to our military men and women in active duty situations abroad this Christmas. Flyers listing items needed are located near the bulletins, and there is a box in the Gathering Space marked “U.S.O. Christmas Stocking Collection”. There is also a need for Christmas stockings. The collection will continue throughout the month of October. Call Shirley with any questions at 413-454-4833. 
2017 CATECHETICAL CONGRESS
On Saturday November 4, from 8:30am – 1:00pm our Parish – Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament - will host the 2017 Diocesan Catechetical Congress. Keynote Speakers will be Dr. Timothy Hogan who will speak on the topic: “The Gift of the Cultural Hurricanes: Rebuilding Bridges that Transform Catholic Families”, and Mike Patin who will speak on the topic: “The Rules of Engagement”. The focus of the Congress is on FAMILIES. All Religious Education Teachers and Aides at all grade levels in our parish, are invited and encouraged to attend. 
OCTOBER/NOVEMBER POOR BOX:

PARISH “HELPING HANDS”

The Parish “Helping Hands” Fund was created to respond to the needs of parishioners in difficult financial circumstances. Poor Box envelopes are on the left side table in the gathering space - please drop in the collection basket.

HOLY CROSS PARISH CRAFT FAIR
A Fall Festival/Craft Fair will be held on Sunday October 22 from 9am–2pm in the Holy Cross Gym. There will be many crafters, vendors, a raffle, bake sale, and activities for the kids. Free parking. The Parish is at 221 Plumtree Road in Springfield.

RCIA

Our lives sometimes go through seasons of change; of closeness to God and distance from him. Yet God the Father’s love is steadfast and ever-present to those who seek with a sincere heart, no matter what sins or situations have caused separation. If you have thought about becoming Catholic and beginning a new “season” in your life, please contact Deacon Paul at 562-3450 or deaconpaulf@comcast.net for more information about our RCIA program.

MEAT PIES

St. Elizabeth Parish in Ludlow will once again be selling their delicious meat pies! You can begin to place your orders now by calling the St. Elizabeth Rectory at 583-3467, 8am-4pm, Monday-Friday. Cost is $3.50 for each pie and you may pick up your orders at St. John the Baptist Pastoral Center, 201 Hubbard Street, Ludlow, 12pm-5pm, Monday-Friday only, until November 2. Orders are taken and filled on a first come first serve basis while supplies last. Order early!

MATERDOLOROSA SCHOOL
FALL FESTIVAL
The Festival will take place October 21, 11am-8pm and Sunday October 22, 11am-5pm, rain or shine! The Festival is handicap accessible and will be held at the St. John Paul II Social Center, 67 Kolbe Drive, Holyoke. Polish and American Food, music by Sarah the Fiddler, games of chance, raffles, vendors, children’s games, and a Christmas tag sale. For information call 532-5661.

ST MARY’S HS OPEN HOUSE
Attention all prospective freshmen: Saint Mary’s Parish High School will host an Open House on the October 24 at 6pm.  Students and their families will have an opportunity to learn why an education at St. Mary High School is a gift. To learn more about our challenging curriculum, new AP Courses and sports programs, please join us at the Open House. Through a lottery, ten $1,000 scholarships will be awarded to one student per school represented. You must be present to win. Call Kim Jaszek at (413) 568-5692 or visit www.stmsaints.org for more information.

Also, we are accepting upperclassmen who may not be satisfied with their current choice of high school programs. Need-based financial aid is available.

COLLEGE FAIR AT ST MARY’S HS
St. Mary's High School will be holding their annual college fair on Thursday October 26th from 6-8pm. 


42nd ANNUAL CATHOLIC 
CHARISMATIC RENEWAL RETREAT
The Retreat will take place October 27-29 at the Holy Family Passionist Retreat Center in West Hartford, CT. The presenter will be Fr. Anthony Gramlich, M.I.C. For information or to register call Lorraine Bernier at 413-547-0118.
LIFE CHAIN

Please join Pro-Life of Pioneer Valley’s Life Chain, Saturday, October 28 from 11am-12noon, Route 5, Longmeadow Street, Longmeadow at St. Mary's Parish. Please meet at St.Mary’s parking lot to pick up signs at 10:30am. Be a witnesss for the Preborn!! Sponsored by Pro-Life of Pioneer Valley, Inc. Coffee & donuts provided by the Knights of Columbus. For more info. email tony.moran1@verizon.net.
500TH COMMEMORATION
 OF THE REFORMATION 
TO BE MARKED WITH JOINT LUTHERAN/CATHOLIC PRAYER SERVICE AND COMMUNITY ACTION.
Five hundred years after the start of the Reformation, local Catholics and Lutherans, joined by members of the extended interfaith community, will gather together to mark this pivotal moment in history, along with celebrating the last 50 years of positive Lutheran/Catholic dialogue. As a sign of the growing ties between these faith communities, a joint Lutheran-Catholic prayer service led by Springfield Roman Catholic Bishop Mitchell T. Rozanski and Pastor Lauren Holm of the Bethesda Lutheran Church in Springfield will be held to commemorate the Reformation on Sunday, Oct. 29 at 2 p.m. at St. Michael’s Cathedral in Springfield. Following the prayer service, all participants will be invited to the adjoining Bishop Marshall Center to help prepare food packages for the homeless. Bishop Rozanski cordially invites all to take part in this gathering. You can read more in the upcoming edition of The Catholic Mirror.
BEGINNING EXPERIENCE

Divorced, separated and widowed men and women of all ages are encouraged to attend to resolve the pain and grief of the marriage relationship that has ended. The Beginning Experience Weekend will be held October 27-29 at the Archdiocesan Conference Center at St. Thomas Seminary in Bloomfield CT. The weekend fee is $235/person, which includes the program and materials, all meals, two nights' stay, and a follow-up event. For more info, call Maureen at 860-285-8685 or Victoria at 860-993-2384 or go to beginningexperience.org/Connecticut. 
RACHEL’S VINEYARD RETREATS
A Rachel’s Vineyard weekend retreat is an opportunity for any woman, man, couple, grandparent or sibling who struggles with the emotional or spiritual pain of abortion.  This unique retreat process is designed specifically to help retreatants experience the gentleness, mercy, compassion, and the unconditional love of Jesus as they walk through the journey to forgiveness. The next Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat will be held in Stockbridge, MA on the weekend of November 3-5. For more information or to register for a weekend call 413-452-0661.  You may also call Suzanne @ 203-417-0504.  All calls are confidential.
POPE FRANCIS PREP SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE
Pope Francis High School will host an OPEN HOUSE for prospective students currently in grades 8-11 and their families on Sunday, November 5. Join us for a tour of our new facility on Wendover Road and a presentation at St. Michael’s Academy. This is a great time to learn about the unique and exciting opportunities that await your child at Pope Francis for the 2018-2019 school year. Refreshments will be served. Register online at popefrancishigh.org/open-house or call Ann Rivers, Director of Admissions, at (413) 331-2480, ext.1132.
HOLY CROSS K of C

“SHOP TILL YOU DROP”
The Holy Cross Parish Knights of Columbus are hosting a holiday shopping trip to the Kittery Outlets in Kittery Maine on Saturday November 11. The cost of the trip is $68 per person and includes coach fare, a coupon book, light breakfast, a brown bag lunch, and dinner at the Weathervane N.E. Seafood Restaurant in Kittery. Pick up and return is from Holy Cross Church parking lot, 221 Plumtree Road, Springfield at 7am and returns at 9pm. Contact Bob Bys at 563-1147 to book seats.

PENNSYLVANIA DUTCH CHRISTMAS TRIP

St. Mary’s Church of Lee presents Pennsylvania Dutch Christmas Trip, November 28-30. Highlights include:
Miracle of Christmas Show at Sight and Sound Theatre, Mass at Shrine of Our Lady of Czestochowa, American Music Theatre Christmas Show, Christmas Chalk w/artist - art work will be given away to a guest.
2 breakfasts, 2 dinners, one being in an Amish home
Kitchen Kettle Village, Farmers Market and guided tour of Amish Farmlands. Cost is $439 pp, double occupancy.  For more information, please contact the church office at 413-243-0275 or Nancy Wilcox at 413-298-4603.
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