OCTOBER 22, 2017                          TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

PARISH LAY LEADERSHIP
Finance Council Chairs….Kimberly Schoolcraft, Matthew Barnes
Parish Pastoral Council Chair..………………Kathleen Harrington
Rel Ed Advisory Committee ...Melissa Moriarty, Suzanne Harlow
RCIA ……………………………Ray Breton, Rosemary Thresher
Bible Study………………………………………..........Sue Fratini 

Adult Education………………………..Mary Federici, Bob Stack
PARISH ORGANIZATIONS/PROGRAMS
Rosary Sodality……………..………Nancy Garen/Ursula Tuohey

Social Justice………………….…………….Andrea Cook-Hewitt

Just Faith…………………………………Pat Mack, Karen Scahill

St. Joseph’s Workers………………………………………Fr. Dan
Men’s Ministry Group………………………......................Fr. Dan
Women’s Ministry Group..……………………..…..Mary Federici

Youth Group (JPII Crew)………………….………Lisa Laferriere

AFFILIATED ORGANIZATIONS
Cursillo Movement ……………………….………...Karen Scahill

Schoenstatt Movement .……………..……….…Diane Czerwiecki
Boy Scout Troop 821 …………………..…………Chris Muldrew
Girl Scout Troops…………………….……..……....Pat O’Connor

Knights of Columbus………………………………Greg Perreault

PARISH MINISTRIES
Altar Server Scheduling……………………..……… Cindy Monti
Altar Server Training……………………………….Jim O’Connor
Baptismal Prep……………………………..…… Lou Mastroianni

Children’s Liturgy of the Word……………….……….Sue Fratini

Eucharistic Ministers/Readers, Scheduling ......……Beth Modlish
Homebound/Pastoral Care Ministry…………..........Mary Federici

Music Ministry – Adult & Youth Choir……………Melanie Peetz

Contemporary Music Group (Psalm 33).………………Tom Fucci
Sacristans.…………………..……..Irene King, Phyllis Chlastawa,  

                                     Jim O’Connor, Irene Breton, Karen Scahill
Soup Kitchen……………… …..... Marcia Daly, Sandy O’Connor
Take & Eat Ministry……..…………………………Cheryl Wood
Wedding Coordinator………………………….…..Donna Whelan

          Wedding Team……...…Kathy Harrington, Gina Broderick, 

                                                   Christina Straney, Tina Broderick

Prayer Line………………..Pauline, 862-3885 or Diane, 568-9754
OFFICE HOURS
The Parish Office is located at the Parish Center. Entrance is across from the Mary Garden.  Hours:  Monday-Thursday, 9am-2pm; Friday 9am-noon. Sue is available to greet and assist you.
NEW PARISHIONERS
We warmly welcome new members to join our parish. Please fill out a registration card on the tables in the church and place in the collection basket. Registration and active participation is necessary for Religious Education and letters of eligibility for godparents and sponsors, as well as Catholic School Parish Subsidy.
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
The Sacrament is celebrated monthly. Please call the Office to arrange. At least one Godparent must be a Confirmed, active parishioner in their parish, attending Mass weekly.
SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE
The Sacrament of Marriage is planned by an initial meeting with a priest or deacon, at least 6 months in advance. Be sure to contact the church BEFORE committing to date or venue with a deposit.
SACRAMENT OF THE SICK
The Sacrament of the Sick is administered by a priest, when requested. Pastoral care to the hospitalized sick and homebound  is provided by the pastoral staff, and trained parishioners.
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
The Sacrament with Confession  is celebrated  each Saturday after the 8:00 am Mass, and from  3:15- 3:45 pm, as well as by appointment.
CHAPLET OF DIVINE MERCY
The Chaplet is prayed as a group on Saturday afternoons at 3:45 in the Chapel.

MIRACULOUS MEDAL NOVENA
The Novena is prayed every Saturday morning at the 8:00AM Mass in the Chapel.
HOSPITAL VISITS
If anyone has a hospital stay, please have a family member call the parish and  indicate whether the parishioner would like to have a visit, or if they would like their name mentioned at Mass during the Prayers of the Faithful.
MONTHLY HEALING MASS
Monthly Healing Mass – 4th Sunday of Every Month at 2:00PM - St. George Church, 202 E. Main St. Chicopee, MA. 413-331-5656
HEARING ASSISTED DEVICES
Hearing Assisted Devices are located near the American Flag at the back of the church.

LOW-GLUTEN HOSTS

Low-Gluten Hosts are available at Communion time in the Chapel

MASS SCHEDULE
Sat 10/21    4:00PM  +Stephanie M. Pacholec

                                    1st Anniversary Remembrance

                                    r/b Parish Community

Sun 10/22   7:00AM  +Geno Guerci

                                    Anniversary Remembrance

                                    r/b Steve & Sue Murphy
                   8:30AM  +Lea Breton

                                    Anniversary Remembrance

                                    r/b Raymond Breton and Family
                 11:00AM  +Peter & Louise Funai

                                    Wedding Anniversary Remembrance
                                    r/b their daughter
Mon 10/23  7:00AM  +Carelton Lavin

                                     Birthday Remebrance

                                      r/b wife Loretta Lavin
Tue 10/24   7:00AM  People of the Parish
Wed 10/25  7:00AM  Children of Jim & Kay Higgins

                                     r/b Catherine Higgins 

Thu  10/26  7:00AM  Communion Service                                  
Fri 10/27     7:00AM  Communion Service
Sat 10/28     8:00AM  +Bill Donohue
                                    r/b Raymond Breton
                                    MIRACULOUS  MEDAL NOVENA
           3:15-3:45PM  CONFESSIONS (Chapel)

                   3:45PM  CHAPLET OF DIVINE MERCY (Chapel)
                    4:00PM  +Denise Valois
                                    1st Anniversary Remembrance

                                    r/b Irene Kmiecik
Sun 10/29   7:00AM  +Edward & Katie Chrzanowski
                                    Anniversary Remembrance

                                    r/b Family
                   8:30AM  +Maria Pereira
                                    r/b Albert Family
                 11:00AM  +Catherine Boucher
                                    r/b Family
FROM FR. DAN’S DESK…    
     I know exactly where I was last year on this weekend, and it wasn’t here at the parish. This past week I marked the First Anniversary of the passing of my mom – Stephanie M. Pacholec. I feel like I “lost” the entire month of October last year, beginning the month with my mom in good health, then her illness, decline, and death, and ending with her Funeral Mass at the end of the month. How quickly things can change! Sometimes I think all of us can take things so “for granted” – that if we are in good health one day, that it will continue the next, or if we have someone to talk to one day, they will still be there the following day.  Lately we have celebrated many funerals here in the parish and I have proclaimed over and over again, the words of Jesus in the Funeral Gospel: “Do not let your hearts be troubled – have faith in God and faith in Me”. And I have prayed the words of the Eucharistic Prayer at Mass for Funerals: Grant that ___ who was united with your Son in a death like His, may also be one with Him in His Resurrection…. There (heaven) we hope to enjoy forever the fullness of Your Glory when You will wipe away every tear from our eyes, for we shall be like You for all the ages and praise You without end…” Powerful words - but it’s so different when the person whose funeral it is, is one of your own! Life can be unsettling at times – even for us as priests – when we face the same life events, that we counsel so many others in. “Life has changed, not ended” – that is what we pray as the reality for our loved ones, and it’s what I reflect on today for myself – life has changed, not ended! THANK YOU to so many of you who were gracious enough to come to the wake or funeral for my mom, or to send a Mass card or sympathy card, or even a short greeting after Mass. It all gave me great comfort and I reflect on it all a year later, when the loss seems not that much less intense. Thanks to all who might be at the 4:00 PM Mass this weekend offered for my mother, and to those who might attend the Parish Supper in her memory following the Mass at the Parish Center. We keep the people we love alive in our minds and hearts by continuing to do the work our lives call us to do, until we see them again! Not soon enough for me!
     We had a very good turnout for the Public Rosary Rally that was held last Saturday at our Parish in celebration of the 100th Anniversary of the Apparitions of Mary at Fatima. My thanks again to Mary Lou Bonfitto for coordinating this devotion as she does each year. Thanks also to Tom Fucci and Tom Layman for providing the music. And we continue to heed Mary’s words to the Shepherd Children of Fatima to pray the Rosary and to pray for peace in our world and country. 

     I had a chance to talk briefly with Fr. Barrent Pease over at St. Thomas in West Springfield, while I was there for a funeral. He is doing well and sends his best to everyone here at the Parish. He certainly hit the ground running at St. Thomas – a very large parish with a big and active school. The first year of a priest’s ministry is a very busy one – each Mass, Funeral, Wedding, Sick Call, the First Christmas and Holy Week etc., requires extra time and preparation for a newly ordained priest, in addition to the many other responsibilities a young priest is getting used to doing in a large and active parish! Please continue to keep Fr. Barrent in your prayers. He’s getting a lot of good experience and will be well-seasoned after his time in ministry at St. Thomas!
     Though it doesn’t feel as much like Fall this October the mums and the changing leaves remind us of the time of year. Special thanks to Jean Brunges who takes care of our large planters around the church. She did a great job recently in planting the mums in the planters and because of the warm weather, has come regularly to water them so that they can last as long as possible! Thank you, Jean! 
     Time is passing quickly these weeks as we are in full holiday mode! I just want to remind everyone that our Parish Bus Trip to the “Mercy and Mary Retreat Day” with Fr. Michael Gaitely on November 11, in Charlton MA, will be coming up in just a few weeks. I am going to ask everyone at this time, who signed up for the trip, to drop your payment for  the bus fee of $5.00 and the fee for the Retreat Day of $49.95, in the collection basket in the next few weeks – that will confirm your seat on the bus! As of last count we still have a few seats left on the bus so if you are interested in attending, please call Sue in the Parish Office. 
     Just a reminder that our “Annual Mass of Remembrance” on November 1 is coming up as well. It’s a great opportunity to remember someone who has gone before you – a long time ago – or just on the past year. As always we encourage you to bring a framed picture of the person to place before the altar or just to come and sit in the shadows that night and reflect. It’s a “candlelight” Mass that we began to do by candlelight a few years ago during the October Snowstorm, and we have continued celebrating the Mass by candlelight ever since. Come and remember those you love, and reflect upon the reassurance that God gives us, that we will see them again! 
God Bless,                                             Fr. Dan
SANCTUARY CANDLE
Is burning this week in loving memory of
+BRIAN LARIVIERE
BIRTHDAY REMEMBRANCE

requested by Fran & Tom Benson 
MARY GARDEN CANDLE
Is burning this week in loving memory of 
+MARIE T. LABUN
requested by her husband Stephen Labun
SACRED HEART CANDLE
Is burning this week in loving memory of 
+WILLIAM & ADELE MORRISSEY
requested by Maryalyce & Michael Morrissey
PRAYER-LINE

To request prayers for yourself or a loved one,

please call Pauline at 862-3885 or Diane at 568-9754.
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GOD BLESS & THANK YOU!

We thank the following who have made donations to the General Church Fund:

In memory of Joyce Holt
Kim De Nais,   Clara Yamamoto,
Brunhilde & Lubbo Luken


MASS OF REMEMBRANCE

All are invited to attend our annual Candlelight Mass of Remembrance on All Saints Day, Wednesday November 1st at 7:00PM. 
OUTDOOR STATIONS/MEMORIAL STONES

We are offering a couple of new memorial “options” involving our Stations of the Cross Garden. In the Gathering Space you will find a sample of a “MEMORIAL STONE” which can be purchased and inscribed for placement in our Outdoor Stations of the Cross Garden. Please take a sheet and consider purchasing a memorial stone and having it personalized. The Memorial Stones will be $250. Also, we are replacing the OUTDOOR STATIONS OF THE CROSS in the Stations Garden across from the entrance to the Chapel which are deteriorating rapidly. New flat surface color “metal” Stations will replace them. Anyone who would like to “memorialize” a Station of the Cross (only 14 available), please also see the sample in the Gathering Space take a copy of the “Order Form” on the round table. Memorialization of the Stations will be $150.

OCTOBER 28/29
THIRTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

READINGS

Old Testament:    Exodus 22:20-26
New Testament:    1 Thessalonians 1:5c-10
Gospel:   Matthew 22:34-40
READERS

 4:00PM  Sue Fratini
               7:00AM  Steve Murphy 

8:30AM  Chris Warren                   11:00AM  Rob Stevenson
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS

  4:00PM   Jim O’Connor, Todd Dionne, Rachel Dionne, 

                  Darlene Fucci
  7:00AM   Alex Trzasko III, Beth Modlish, Rita Hutchinson
  8:30AM   Sue Baird-Dore, Donna Bourbeau, Paul Lussier
11:00AM   Karen Scahill, Diane Sullivan, Marie Gilberti,

                    Lisa Stawasz 


OUR STEWARDSHIP

October 8, 2017
Regular and Development (gold)                   $ 10,678
Budget Requirement per Week                           9,600

                                                                 
           1,078
THANK YOU!

ROSARY RALLY – THANK YOU!
Thank you to the people who gathered under the Portico to commemorate the 100th Anniversary of Fatima. Our group was one of over 21,000 Rallies that recited the Rosary at noon time on Saturday, October 14th.   Our Lady has shared that the Rosary is the most powerful weapon against evil. Her message is as important now as it was 100 years ago. Pray the Rosary daily for the reparation of sins against the most Sacred Heart of Jesus and peace would reign upon the Earth.

We are grateful to Father Dan for the opportunity to hold this rally here at Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament. We also thank Tom Fucci and Tom Layman for their gift of music. Saint Augustine says that those who sing pray twice. See you next year at the Rosary Rally on Saturday, October 13, 2018.
SACRED HEART MEMORIAL CANDLE

We are also adding a New Candle – the SACRED HEART MEMORIAL CANDLE which will be located by the Sacred Heart Statue near the Choir. Like the other memorial candles available, this candle can be scheduled to burn for a loved one or for an intention, and will be listed in the bulletin. We are now scheduling the Sacred Heart Candle for the remainder of 2017 and 2018. Like the other candles – the offering is just $10 and can be scheduled by calling Sue at the Parish Office. 


ST. VINCENT DEPAUL SOCIETY
We are seeking a few individuals, to help our group meet the needs of some Westfield families who find they are struggling.  Some areas of need for volunteers: food pantry assistance, answering phone requests for help and entering the information on the computer (from home), stand-out collections at various Parishes twice a year. Our meetings are the 2nd Monday of the month from 7-8pm, September through June at St. Mary’s Parish Center, 86 Mechanic Street, Westfield. Leave a message at 568-5619 and a member will return your call. Thank you.
U.S.O. CHRISTMAS STOCKING COLLECTION

We are once again collecting items for the U.S.O. to be given to our military men and women in active duty situations abroad this Christmas. Flyers listing items needed are located near the bulletins, and there is a box in the Gathering Space marked “U.S.O. Christmas Stocking Collection”. There is also a need for Christmas stockings. The collection will continue through November 5. Call Shirley with any questions at 413-454-4833. 
2017 CATECHETICAL CONGRESS
On Saturday November 4, from 8:30am – 1:00pm our Parish – Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament - will host the 2017 Diocesan Catechetical Congress. Keynote Speakers will be Dr. Timothy Hogan who will speak on the topic: “The Gift of the Cultural Hurricanes: Rebuilding Bridges that Transform Catholic Families”, and Mike Patin who will speak on the topic: “The Rules of Engagement”. The focus of the Congress is on FAMILIES. All Religious Education Teachers and Aides at all grade levels in our parish, are invited and encouraged to attend. 
AN INVITATION FROM
OUR MUSIC MINISTRY

ADULT CHOIR -
We are looking for new members to join our Adult Choir to sing at our 8:30am Sunday Mass, and other significant Liturgies throughout the year. Rehearsals are on Wednesday evenings at 6:30 in the church.

YOUTH  CHOIR -
We are looking for YOU - if you would like to sing and want to be part of a group that will participate very actively at the 11:00am Mass each Sunday! Grade 3 and up are welcome. Rehearsals are typically Sunday mornings at 10:15am. 
For more information on both choirs, contact Melanie Peetz, our Parish Music Director, at 562-3450.

CONTEMPORARY MUSIC GROUP

Psalm 33, our Contemporary Music Group, is looking for singers, guitar players and bass players who might want to share their talents at this once a month Sunday Evening Mass. Youth are especially welcome from middle and high school, as singers or musicians. For more information, please call Tom Fucci at 562-4967.
OCTOBER/NOVEMBER POOR BOX:

PARISH “HELPING HANDS”

The Parish “Helping Hands” Fund was created to respond to the needs of parishioners in difficult financial circumstances. Poor Box envelopes are on the left side table in the gathering space - please drop in the collection basket.
RCIA

RCIA is for persons in need of Baptism, persons baptized in another Christian tradition who desire to become Catholic, and persons baptized Catholic in need of First Communion and /or Confirmation. Please contact Deacon Paul at deaconpaulf@comcast.net or   562-3450 for more info about our RCIA program.


HARMONY HOUSE BENEFIT DINNER
Harmony House WMA is having their 11th annual benefit spaghetti dinner on Thursday, October 26th from 5:30-9:00pm at the Chicopee Portuguese American Club on 149 Exchange Street, Chicopee. Meals include spaghetti, salad, bread, beverage and dessert. All for the low price of $15 for adults, $7 for children 6-12 and children 5 and under are free. Also included in the evening will be a DJ, raffle and 50/50. Come and enjoy an evening of food and entertainment. Check our website for upcoming events www.harmonyhousewma.org.

WOMEN’S GROUP

Please join the Women of St. Mary’s on October 24, 6:30-7:30pm at St. Mary’s Parish Center. This month’s topic is FEAR. There is fear of the unknown, of success, of not measuring up, of fear itself and there are ways to deal with our many fears. Come, bring a scripture that helps you and/or hear what scripture helps others.  All women are welcome. No registration necessary. For questions, call Joanne Bagge, 562-5484. 


PURPLE MASS

The annual Purple Mass, to pray for a cure and prevention of Alzheimer’s disease, will be held at St. Michael’s Cathedral in Springfield on Saturday, November 4 at 4pm. All are welcome, including those with dementia and their caretakers.

ST MARY’S HS OPEN HOUSE
Attention all prospective freshmen: Saint Mary’s Parish High School will host an Open House on October 24 at 6pm. To learn more about our challenging curriculum, new AP Courses and sports programs, please join us at the Open House. Through a lottery, ten $1,000 scholarships will be awarded to one student per school represented. You must be present to win. Call Kim Jaszek at (413) 568-5692 or visit www.stmsaints.org for more info. Need-based financial aid is available.


ST. MARY’S BIBLE STUDY
On Wednesday, October 25 from 7-8:30pm St. Mary’s Parish, 86 Mechanic Street, Westfield will begin an 11 week study on the book of the Prophet Jeremiah.  Everyone is welcome to this study, no prior Bible knowledge is necessary.  Cost for the study guide is $20.  For more info or to register please call Joanne Bagge at 562-5484, or email jbagge@stmsaints.org
COLLEGE FAIR AT ST MARY’S HS
St. Mary's High School will be holding their annual college fair on Thursday October 26th from 6-8pm. 

42nd ANNUAL CATHOLIC 
CHARISMATIC RENEWAL RETREAT
The Retreat will take place October 27-29 at the Holy Family Passionist Retreat Center in West Hartford, CT. Presenter will be Fr. Anthony Gramlich, M.I.C. For info or to register call Lorraine Bernier at 547-0118.
LIFE CHAIN

Please join Pro-Life of Pioneer Valley’s Life Chain, Saturday, October 28 from 11am-12noon at St. Mary’s Parish, Route 5, Longmeadow. Please meet at St. Mary’s parking lot to pick up signs at 10:30am. Be a witness for the Preborn! Coffee & donuts provided by the Knights of Columbus. For more info. email tony.moran1@verizon.net.
500TH COMMEMORATION
 OF THE REFORMATION 
As a sign of the growing ties between these faith communities, a joint Lutheran-Catholic prayer service led by Springfield Roman Catholic Bishop Mitchell T. Rozanski and Pastor Lauren Holm of the Bethesda Lutheran Church in Springfield will be held to commemorate the Reformation on Sunday, October 29 at 2pm at St. Michael’s Cathedral in Springfield. Following the prayer service, all participants will be invited to the adjoining Bishop Marshall Center to help prepare food packages for the homeless. Bishop Rozanski cordially invites all to take part.
ALL SAINTS DAY PARTY
Bring your family to the annual All Saints Day Party on October 31 from 6:30-8:00pm at St. Stanislaus School gym, Front Street, Chicopee. Entrance and parking behind the school. Please dress as a saint, bible character, or one of God's creatures only. Play themed games and have treats. $2 donation per family + a bag of candy per child participant. To volunteer or for info call Mike McManus 533-5204 or Joe Strain 788-4342.

LET'S HELP SAVE LIVES!

The Student Council at Pope Francis High School will be hosting their Fall Blood Drive with the American Red Cross on Friday, November 3 from 8am-2pm at the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church Hall, Holy Name of Jesus Parish, Chapman Street Chicopee. Call Lynn Leone to schedule an appointment at 331-2480, ext. 2221.
POPE FRANCIS PREP SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE
Pope Francis High School will host an OPEN HOUSE for prospective students currently in grades 8-11 and their families on Sunday, November 5. Join us for a tour of our new facility on Wendover Road and a presentation at St. Michael’s Academy. Register online at popefrancishigh.org/open-house or call Ann Rivers, Director of Admissions, at (413) 331-2480, ext.1132.
HOLY CROSS K of C

“SHOP TILL YOU DROP”
The Holy Cross Parish Knights of Columbus are hosting a holiday shopping trip to the Kittery Outlets in Kittery Maine on Saturday November 11. The cost of the trip is $68 per person and includes coach fare, a coupon book, light breakfast, a brown bag lunch, and dinner at the Weathervane N.E. Seafood Restaurant in Kittery. Pick up and return is from Holy Cross Church parking lot, 221 Plumtree Road, Springfield at 7am and returns at 9pm. Contact Bob Bys at 563-1147 to book seats.

PENNSYLVANIA DUTCH CHRISTMAS TRIP

St. Mary’s Church of Lee presents Pennsylvania Dutch Christmas Trip, November 28-30. Highlights include:
Miracle of Christmas Show at Sight and Sound Theatre, Mass at Shrine of Our Lady of Czestochowa, American Music Theatre Christmas Show, Christmas Chalk w/artist - art work will be given away to a guest.
2 breakfasts, 2 dinners, one being in an Amish home
Kitchen Kettle Village, Farmers Market and guided tour of Amish Farmlands. Cost is $439 pp, double occupancy.  For more information, please contact the church office at 413-243-0275. 
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