THE SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE 

CELEBRATED 

AT 

OUR LADY 

OF THE 

BLESSED SACRAMENT PARISH
127 Holyoke Road

Westfield, MA 01085

413 562-3450 

INTRODUCTION:

Congratulations on your Engagement and your Faith decision to enter into the Sacrament of Marriage in the Catholic Church. As a Parish Community we celebrate this special event with you, and seek to help you not only to plan a beautiful and meaningful ceremony, but to prepare for a lifelong commitment of love, rooted in God, and strengthened by His Blessing.
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MARRIAGE PREPARATION PROCESS: 

Marriage Preparation in the Parish involves the following steps:

Initial Meeting with the Priest or Deacon. At this meeting, the Priest or Deacon will fill out biographical paperwork with the couple, establish the couple’s freedom  to  marry,  or if there are impediments such as prior  marriage or disparity of religion, determine  the process by which they can be overcome. He will also ask the couple to obtain certificates for their Sacraments of Baptism, First Communion and Confirmation and have them sent to the Parish if they have celebrated those Sacraments elsewhere. If this Parish is the place where those Sacraments were received, the Priest or Deacon will note those dates from the Parish Record. Once freedom to marry has been established, the Priest or Deacon will ask the couple if they have chosen a date and time for the wedding. If so, the Priest or Deacon will then check his own schedule as well as that of the church, to establish that there are no scheduling conflicts. No dates for a Wedding Reception should be booked prior to this meeting with the Priest or the Deacon.
At this meeting the priest or deacon instructs the couple on the Sacramental Nature of Marriage and its commitment in Christ, and explain those intentions which must be present in order to celebrate the Sacrament validly. At this meeting the determination is also made as to whether the couple would like the Marriage Ceremony celebrated in the context of Mass or a  Marriage Ceremony alone.  The norm between two practicing Catholics would be a  Wedding Mass.

 Second Meeting with the Priest or Deacon. At this meeting the Priest or Deacon distributes to the couple a listing of “Pre-Cana” Retreat dates for the couple to attend. These retreats can either be one, day-long retreat, or several evening sessions in a smaller group. Retreats are established in the various areas of the Diocese and the couple may choose any retreat they wish to attend prior to their marriage date. The couple should call the contact person(s) and make a reservation. The couple is responsible for any registration fee for the retreat. Upon completion of the retreat, the couple will receive a Pre-Cana Retreat Certificate which should be brought to the Priest or Deacon for placement in their file. The retreats are designed to be instructive to a couple in the various aspects of marriage and are often presented and hosted by couples who have been trained in marriage preparation. These retreats are meant to augment the instruction of the Priest or Deacon with the couple.
At this meeting the Priest or Deacon also administers an assessment tool to the couple called the PMI (Pre-Marital Inventory). It is a series of questions answered individually by the couple, to establish any areas related to marriage understanding or expectations, that may need further discussion by the couple, and  which may be initiated by the Priest or Deacon. The PMI  is not a “test”, but  is meant to help a couple identify areas of strength for entering  into marriage, as well as areas for further focus. This inventory is sent out to be scored and then  will be sent back to the Priest or Deacon to be reviewed with the couple at the next meeting. A copy of the PMI may be given to the couple for their review at home, and a copy will be placed in their marriage file.

Third Meeting with Priest or Deacon. At this meeting the results of the PMI are discussed with the couple. Also at this meeting the priest reminds the couple that they should contact the Parish Music Director to discuss music for the wedding. The time of the wedding rehearsal should be established and the Priest or Deacon will book this with the church to avoid any conflicts. At this meeting, the couple is also given a copy of “Together For Life” a booklet for the planning of the Marriage Ceremony or Mass. The Priest or Deacon instructs the couple to work together to choose the prayers and readings which speak to them and their understanding of Marriage in Christ. The Priest or Deacon will instruct the couple to fill out the form at the back of the booklet with choice of prayers and readings as well as with the names of wedding attendants, readers, gift bearers, etc., and bring it to the final meeting.
Final Meeting with Priest or Deacon. 

The Priest or Deacon should check the Marriage File to be sure that all necessary information is present:

Pre-Marital Investigation Forms

Baptismal Certificates with notations for First Communion and Confirmation

Pre-Cana Certificate

PMI Inventory

          Any necessary Dispensations

The Priest or Deacon will go over the “Together for Life” form, and familiarize himself with the flow of the wedding attendants for the wedding rehearsal. He will instruct the couple to bring to the rehearsal their Marriage License, obtained no more than a month before the wedding, any wedding programs to be distributed on the day of the wedding, the “Unity Candle” and stand, if one is to be used, stipends for the two Altar Servers, stipend for Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Parish, any stipends due the organist, soloist or other instrumentalist. If flowers are to be delivered to the church the time should be determined. Also, any bows or flowers on the pews are the responsibility of the couple to have removed immediately following the wedding. The Priest or Deacon will also inquire as to whether the couple would like pictures taken in church following the wedding. As time schedules in the church are often tight, the church schedule must be consulted as to the availability for pictures after the wedding, given other events to take place in the church following the wedding.
GENERAL INFORMATION: 

WEDDING REHEARSAL -  The wedding rehearsal is normally scheduled for the evening before the wedding. Couples may choose the time for the rehearsal, but please be advised that the rehearsal normally takes about an hour from the time all parties have arrived. All those having any part in the wedding should be present, i.e.– Bridal Party, readers, those bringing up the Gifts of Bread and Wine, etc. Our Coordinator for wedding rehearsals is Donna Whelan (562-1969). Please contact her 4 weeks prior to the wedding and she will walk you through the information she will need for the rehearsal.
FLOWERS – Flowers for the day of the wedding are the responsibility of the couple to obtain. Arrangements should be made to be sure the church is open at the time of delivery of the flowers on the day of the wedding. Flowers on the altar are a gift to God and may not be removed or taken to the Reception. Any bows or flowers placed on the ends of the pews should be removed by someone designated by the couple immediately following the wedding. NOTE: Though Flower Girls may be part of the wedding party, for purposes of safety and clean-up, no distribution of rose petals, confetti or bird seed, rice, etc. is allowed in the church, down the aisle, or outside on the Plaza in front of the church. A white runner may be used down the center aisle, but the couple should check on the length of the aisle to obtain the proper size.

PHOTOGRAPHERS - Due to the sacred nature of the wedding in a church, no flash photography is allowed during the Mass or Ceremony, and in the case of Mass, no photography is allowed during the Consecration– the entire time everyone is kneeling. Prior to the start of the wedding, the couple should instruct the photographer to introduce himself to the Priest or Deacon performing the Wedding, to obtain instructions from where he may take pictures. Photographers and videographers are asked to avoid movement during the Wedding. No photographers or videographers are ever allowed in the Sanctuary or Altar Area, (the area beyond the steps near the altar), or behind the Priest or Deacon.
ETIQUETTE FOR CHURCH– In terms of appropriate dress, the bride, maid of honor and all bridesmaids are asked to have shoulders covered for the time of the wedding in church. No strapless or low cut gowns are appropriate before the Altar. The Bride and Groom, as well as the Maid of Honor and Best Man are central for the wedding and sitting in a prominent place before the Altar. When seated, the appropriate posture is for both feet to be on the ground—legs crossed, is not appropriate. Also, it is not appropriate for any member of the wedding party to be chewing gum during the Mass or Ceremony.
STIPENDS - In addition, the stipend for Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Parish, and its administrative costs, including the stipend for the Priest or Deacon is $500. The stipend for Altar Servers is $15.00 per server. Stipends for the Music Director of Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Parish, the soloist, and any instrumentalists, is established between the couple and these individuals and payable directly to them.
MUSIC - Music for the Wedding Mass or Ceremony in church is Sacred Music. The Music Director will meet with a couple to help with suggested Sacred Music appropriate for a wedding.  The Music Director for our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Parish is Melanie Peetz. She may be contacted at 413-788-9197. The Parish Music Director is to coordinate all music for the wedding, including any guest soloists or instrumentalists. Fees for instrumentalist and soloist are set by the Parish Music Director and are to be paid directly to them. Outside instrumentalists are allowed, but must meet with the Music Director, and are to be paid separately from the normal fee for the Music Director. The Parish Music Director is required to be on hand the day of the Wedding, to coordinate sound, microphones, etc. for guest musicians.

WEDDING PROGRAMS– A couple is encouraged to create a personalized Program for guests to follow during the wedding, which may be distributed at the church before the wedding begins. The couple should follow the outline of the Mass or Ceremony as found in the wedding workbook. “Together for Life”. Any questions regarding the format for the Program, should be directed to the Priest or Deacon weeks before the wedding. Prior to printing multiple copies , a copy of the Program should be submitted to the Priest or Deacon 2 weeks before the wedding. A Program offers a wonderful opportunity for the couple to send a message of thanks to family and friends for joining them on their special day, or to remember a deceased grandparent or another special person who is deceased but fondly remembered. Please note that if a Unity Candle is used, it should be listed in the Program, as following “Communion”. Since the Program is distributed to the public and represents the Church, there are a few requirements:

The title of the Program is: 
“The Celebration of the Sacrament of  Marriage” 
The name of the church is: 

“Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Church”       

The title for the Deacon or Priest presiding is:  

 “Celebrant”  
CONCLUSION:

We hope all this information is helpful to you, and we wish you God’s Graces on your upcoming Celebration of the Sacrament of Marriage. God Bless! 
