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WHY ADVERTISE?

PASSIONATE READERS
Two independent readership audits confirm that 
the format for The Mirror – which is designed to 
uplift and inspire through compelling, people-
based stories – is passionately read by a wide 
range of age groups.

NATIONAL AWARDS
The magazine has been honored with several 
national awards including first place for general 
excellence from the Catholic Press Association. 

HIGH IMPACT
The Catholic Mirror magazine is a 
high-quality publication produced six times 
per year, which is mailed to homes throughout the 
Diocese of Springfield. It has a Catholic readership 
of more than 55,000 homes.

2 0 1 7  A D V E R T I S I N G  S C H E D U L E

ISSUE AD DEADLINE
MAIL 
DATE

Jan./Feb. 11/11/16 12/15/16

March/April 1/23/17 2/15/17

May/June 3/22/17 4/14/17

July/August 5/19/17 6/15/17

Sept./Oct. 7/21/17 8/15/17

Nov./Dec. 9/20/17 10/13/17

91% of adults (96% of adults 
under age 35) read print or digital 
magazines.*

59% of magazine readers take 
action from content or ads.*

63% spend more than 15 minutes 
with an issue of The Mirror.

Magazines trigger more online 
searches than email, Internet ads, 
or social media.**

*GFK, MRI 2013   **MPA

Why is a magazine a 
good fit for my ad?

Diocese of 
Springfield



“I enjoy it and feel it’s a very 
informative magazine.”

“I find it very interesting, 
helpful, and informative.”

“I look forward to it coming. It has 
helped me in my faith journey. 
Thank you The Mirror!”

“We are both glad to receive it and like 
the format.”

90

say The Mirror gives them a 
greater sense of association 

with other Catholics.

say reading The Mirror makes 
them feel more connected to 

the Catholic Church.

say the magazine increases 
their awareness of programs 
or ministries in the diocese.

What do readers say?

In some respects, the 
editors ... have found 

the Holy Grail long sought by 
their colleagues in the Catholic 
press. They have shown that it 
is possible to publish a diocesan 
publication that appeals equally 
to all age groups.” 
 
– 2016 Survey

%
OF THOSE WHO RECEIVE  
THE MAGAZINE SAY THEY 

READ AT LEAST ONE OF THE 
LAST 3 ISSUES. – 2016 Survey

I REMEMBER ONE DAY DURING LUNCH DUTY AT 
THE KIDS’ SCHOOL, I saw a plate of dark chocolate 
and mint brownies sitting on the countertop in the 

kitchen. They looked so good that my impulse was to lift the 
clear lid and sneak one while no one was looking. I ignored 
the urge and carried on with my duties, but each time I 
stepped into the kitchen, they caught my eye. They tempted 
and taunted me. As I gazed at the perfectly stacked plate 
of brownies, one of the other lunch moms came into the 
kitchen and quickly grabbed them to pass out to her son’s 
class for his birthday. That “other lunch mom” happened to 
be a friend, so I grabbed her arm and told her how good they 
looked. Boom. She gave me one. It was, in a word, amazing. 

And I’m not the only one who loves them. Karla selflessly organizes a 
luncheon for the teachers and staff regularly, and by now everyone at the 
school has enjoyed her chocolate mint brownies at one time or another.

But my friend Karla brings more than just great recipes to the school. 
She and her husband, along with the many other families at the school, 
bring an example of their faith. They share their knowledge, insights and 
enthusiasm for what the Catholic faith teaches and calls us to be. 

A Catholic school was never meant to be just a good, private school 
where kids can get a great education. In addition to all of that, Catholic 
schools must be a place where students learn about their faith, live their 
faith and graduate with pride and excitement about being a part of the 
Catholic family.  

I am so thankful for the joyful and energetic leadership at our children’s 
school. Every week I learn something new about my faith that I, as an adult, 
did not yet know because my children share what they are learning. And I 
am so grateful for the families in our school who are also eager to share, learn 
about, and live their Catholic identity. If my family can get 
all of that, plus great recipes for delicious mint brownies, I 
know our family is in the right school! 

 Michelle DiFranco is a designer and the busy mom of three children.

THE RECIPE FOR

CATHOLIC EDUCATION
•  1 box dark chocolate brownie mix
•  6 tablespoons butter
•  1 ½ cups powdered sugar 
•  1 ½ tablespoons milk 
•  ½ teaspoon peppermint extract
•  A couple of drops green food coloring
•  6 tablespoons butter 
•  ¾ cup chocolate chips

 Prepare the brownie mix as directed in  
9 x 13 pan, being careful not to overbake. 
Set aside to cool.

For the frosting, combine using mixer: 
butter, powdered sugar, milk, peppermint 
extract and green food coloring. Beat until 
fluffy. Spread the frosting on top of the 
brownies after they have cooled.  

For the top layer, melt the butter and 
chocolate chips slowly in a small saucepan 
on low heat. Mix until smooth and all the 
chocolate is melted. Let cool partially 
before pouring over frosting; gently use 
the back of a spoon or spatula to spread 
evenly. Allow chocolate to set before 
cutting into squares. 

KARLA’S CHOCOLATE 
MINT BROWNIES
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Born in Skopje, Albania, in the Ottoman Empire (now Macedonia),  
Aug. 26, 1910, Anjezë (Agnes) Gonxhe Bojaxhiu considered her 
baptismal day, Aug. 27, her true birthday. When she was 8, her 
father died after becoming ill suddenly, possibly the victim of 
poisoning by his political enemies. 

In the course of raising her three 
children, Lazar, Aga and Agnes, Drana 
Bojaxhiu extended an open invitation to 
the city’s poor to dine with her family. She 
told her daughter, “My child, never eat a 
single mouthful unless you are sharing it 

with others.” When Agnes asked about 
the people eating with them, her mother 
would respond, “Some of them are our 
relations, but all of them are our people.” 

From an early age, young Agnes was 
fascinated by the lives of missionaries in 

Bengal, and by the age of 12 had decided 
that she should pursue a consecrated 
religious life. She entered the Sisters of 
Loreto at Loreto Abbey in Ireland in 1928, 
wanting to learn English so she could 
become a missionary in India. She arrived 
in Calcutta in 1929 to begin her novitiate. 
There, she learned Bengali and taught at 
St. Teresa’s School. 

When she took first vows in 1931, she 
wanted to be named after St. Therese of 
Lisieux, but chose the Spanish spelling of 
Teresa, and became Sister Mary Teresa. She 
made her final profession of vows in 1937, 
becoming, as she said, “the spouse of 
Jesus” for “all eternity.” She was first called 
Mother Teresa while teaching at St. Mary’s 
School in Calcutta. 

In September 1946, while traveling by 
train from Calcutta to Darjeeling for a 
retreat with her community, Sister Teresa 
experienced what she later referred to as 
the call within the call: “I was to leave the 
convent and help the poor while living 
among them. It was an order. To fail 
would have been to break the faith.” 

In 1948, she received permission to 
begin the Missionaries of Charity. Mother 
Teresa traded in her traditional habit and 
began wearing the simple cotton sari for 
which she became so well known; she 
became an Indian citizen and received 
basic medical training. By 1949, a group 
of young women had joined her, and 
the Missionaries of Charity went on to 
become officially recognized as a diocesan 
religious congregation in 1950. They went 
into the slums of Calcutta to care for the 
sick and hungry.

The mission of the congregation, then 
as now, was articulated by Mother Teresa 

FEEDING THE ‘HUNGRY CHRIST’
St. Teresa of Calcutta spent her life  
caring for the Christ she saw in the poor
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“Do not think that love in 
order to be genuine has to be 
extraordinary. What we need 
is to love without getting 
tired. Be faithful in small 
things because it is in them 
that your strength lies.”
ST. TERESA OF CALCUTTA
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 Peggy Weber is social media editor for Catholic Communications.

Spun from the Web

facebook.com/CatholicCommunications
Follow us on 

social media! @iobserve_               @spunfromtheweb

The hope behind the headlines
Good deeds of local youths bring light to a darkened world

The world can be discouraging at times. It’s hard not to 
focus on what is wrong with our world and our church.

I look around the pews at various parishes and wish 
there were more young people. I look around western 
Massachusetts and sigh when there is another shooting or a 
death by an overdose or a crime committed by young people.

Yet, God always seems to send messengers of hope to 
me and to our world. The good news does not always make 
headlines, but the good is there. However, happily, Catholic 
Communications often reports it. 

If you turn to pages 24 and 25, you can read about one of 
the things that gives me hope. I was privileged to interview 
some young people who had started a youth group and done 
some amazing things at St. Joseph Parish in Shelburne Falls. 

I must admit that on that lovely Saturday, I was not 
anxious to jump out of bed and head for the hills. However, 
a dozen teens were bright-eyed and eager to talk about 
how much they care for their parish and their community.

Recently, I also got to see the smiling face of Eric 
Tessicini, a college sophomore and graduate of the former 
Cathedral High School. He got up at 7 a.m. to head to 
St. Peter’s Square to witness the canonization of Mother 

Teresa. The story was reported on our website, iobserve.org. 
Again, this is good news. A young person made an effort to 
participate in a special faith moment. 

I also have witnessed people of all ages participate in 
many parish festivals throughout the summer. The smiling 
teenager who handed me some French fries at Festa at Our 
Lady of Fatima Parish in Ludlow gives me hope. The young 
people clearing the tables at the Polish festivals at Christ 
the King Parish in Ludlow and St. Mary Parish in Ware bring 
a smile to my face. 

I love going to parish festivals and seeing many 
generations working together to bring fun, community 
and really good food to others. And almost 800 people 
gathered to honor the Year of Mercy at a special event at 
Camp Holy Cross this past September.

There is so much to celebrate.
This summer, it was a joy to see the former campus minister 

at Cathedral High School, Friar Emanuel Vasconcelos, make 
his solemn profession of vows with the Order of Conventual 
Franciscan Friars, Our Lady of the Angels Province. His 
commitment is a real witness to our world and our church. I 
have known “Manny” since he was a young college student. 
He graduated with my son, Matthew, from Providence College. 
He radiates a sincere love for God and others. 

And there are so many more good people and good 
stories. A high school classmate of my daughter, Kerry, is 
pursing religious life and is scheduled to profess her vows in 
February 2017.

And for the past eight years, another former campus 
minister, Keith Maczkiewicz, has been in formation with 
the Jesuits. His writings on the Jesuit Post and his work in 
campus ministry make me so happy to know the church is 
going to be in great hands.

And whenever I see little ones in church, I am hopeful. 
When we go to the early Mass at my parish, we often 
connect with a beautiful family whose daughters are 
frequent altar servers. And our wonderful ushers often 
invite the little boy, who is too young to serve, to pass the 
basket. The child is beaming as he goes up and down the 
aisle. And all three of them often stop by and visit with my 
grandchildren, Jerome and Cordelia.

These young children warm my heart as they also 
make church a happy place for all ages.

So look around you and find some bright 
spots and thank God for them. They will 
renew and restore you.  
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HOW EFFECTIVE
IS THE CATHOLIC MIRROR’S MAGAZINE’S FORMAT?

– 2016 Survey

Quotes from our readers:

“I feel The Mirror has 
enriched my faith, and I look 
forward to the next issue.”  
– 2016 Survey
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80%

74%
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ADVERTISING GUIDELINES

ADVERTISING RATES AND SIZES

TERMS AND CONDITIONS

• The Catholic Mirror magazine reserves the right to reject, omit 
or discontinue any ad copy considered to be objectionable or 
contrary to the teachings of the Catholic Church.

• All copy is subject to the approval of The Mirror.

• The Mirror reserves the right to insert the word 
“advertisement” above or below any copy.

• We reserve the right to adjust advertising rates at any time 
upon 30 days written notice.

• Cancellations or changes in orders may not be made by the 
advertiser nor its agency after the reservation closing date.

• Positioning of advertisements is at the discretion of  
The Mirror except where a request for a specific preferred 
position is acknowledged by The Mirror in writing.

8”
x

10.25”

Full Page

3.875”
x

10.25”

Half Page

8”x 5”

Half Page

3.875” 
x 
5”

Quarter Page

3.875” 
x 

2.5”

Eighth Page

AD DETAILS

FULL COLOR bimonthly: 6 issues a year

Cost is per insertion. 
All prices are for 
camera-ready material 
submitted to The Mirror 
according to advertising 
guidelines. The Mirror 
also offers design and 
production services for 
your convenience.

BILLING AND CREDIT TERMS
Payment terms are net 30. After 30 days, if payment is not 
made, the legal finance charge of 1.5% will be added to all 
outstanding balances.

PRINTING SPECIFICATIONS
• Acceptable file format: PDF with embedded fonts is 

preferred (set distiller to “Press Quality”).

• Ads also can be accepted in EPS, PDF, JPEG, Adobe® 
Illustrator® and Photoshop® files. These files must  
include true type fonts and art.

• All ads must be exact size at 100%, 300 dpi.

• Submit files by email to: l.gaulin@diospringfield.org

PER RUN COST

FULL PAGE HALF PAGE QUARTER PAGE EIGHTH PAGE

$2,000 $1,100 $600 $350

TO ADVERTISE IN THE MIRROR, PLEASE CONTACT:
Liz Gaulin, Advertising Associate • 413.452.0643 • l.gaulin@diospringfield.org • thecatholicmirror.org


